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10 F.8.8 


READER. 


„ 3 ate ſo many Practical diſ- 


Al 


courſes upon Religious Subjects; and 

ſome of them fo well writ, that it 
may ſeem to make the Publication of this 
Superfluous: But when I conſider, that 
they are moſt of them, either larger and 
more voluminous, and ſo cannot be had by 
every one to whom they might be uſeful; 
or they are diſcourſes upon ſeveral different 


dubjects; none of them that I know of, 


having treated upon this Subject, with that 


cliſtinctneß and plainnels, or in that Me- 


thod that | have done in the following diſ- 
courſe; I think this not alcogether uſeleſs ; 
but hope ic may do ſome Good, according 
to the Deſign and Intention of it, and ſerve 
ro confirm, or beget in the minds of Men, 
a true and Generous ſenſe of Virtue and 


Goodneſs; and excite-them to the Practice 
| A 2 of 
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4 IJ To the Reader. 
of it, in their Lives and Actions. 
The Firſt thing that every Man is con- 


cernd to know (to conduct his Life wiſely 


and © happily) is what true Virtue is, 
and wherein it conſiſts, a Miſtake in this 
not only tends to the il} Government of 
their Lives and Actions; bur renders them 
tefs capable of doing Good to themſelves or 
others. If we either take that to be our 
chief Happineſs, which is not ſo; or thoſe 
to be Good and Virtuous ARions; which 
are very deſective or corrupt, we ſhall not 
only mils of true happineſs at our end; but 
allo be miſtaken in the means le -ading-there- 
unto. If Men think Riches, or Honours, 
or ſenſual Pleaſures their chiete(} Happineſs, 
it will make them earneſtly defice, and put - 
ſug em with too great eagerneſs of mind ; 

to be Covetous or High-miaded, Prodigal 
or Profuſe, or ſome way or other Immode- 
rate in the uſe and enjoyment of them ; 
which ſpoils all the Happineſs there is in 
them, and occalions only care and Solici- 
tude; trouble ana Vexation, Bur if they 
efteem them only as leſſer goed things, uſe 
them with Temperance and Moderation, 
and value them chiefly as they afford an 
opportunity of doing the more Good by the 
virtues of Piety, and Charity and Benefi- 


cence ; they then have the Right uſe and 
enjoyment of them themſelves, and Commu: 
nicate to othe:s the Fenehciat effects of thoſe 

Bleſſings. 


So h 0 


uncettain and different Notions concerning 


= Happineſs, yet the wiſeſt and moſt confidet- 
ing atnongft them, own'd it to be chiefly 


in the Soul or Mind, and in asgreat a Pet- 


fection of That, by the Exerciſe of Virtue - 


and Goodneſs as we can arrive to, in this 
frail and imperfect State: and divine Reve- 


lation, of the Word of God aſſures us, that 


this conſiſts in directing out Lives and Actĩ. 


ons ro the Glory of God, the Good of 
= others; and thereby to our own beſt Hap- 
E pines here, and our Everlaſting Felicity 
# hereafrer. | 


Notwithſtanding which, there are many, 


© who would ſeem to love virtue, that are 
very far from it; and may be truly faid, 
not to love it, ſuch as it is in it ſelf, but 
= ſuch as their Fancies and Imaginations ſug. 
geſt it to them, each one forming an Idea 


of it, according to his Inclinations. For 


= ſome Imagine themſelves to be virtuous, if 
= they are not in the Number of the moſt 


Wicked and Prophane: Others place Virtue 


N in abſtaining from certain Vices, which by 
their Natural Tempers and Diſpoſitions 


they have no Inclination to; and che 
Practifing of thoſe virtues which a certain 
Benignicy of Temper only difpoſeth them 
to. This is without doubt an excellent Pre- 
paration to Virtue, and 2 great Blefling of 


A 3 God; 


The Probs 
XZ Bleflings. And therefore the Mordlifts 
Z chemſelves, altho they had confus'd . 
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God: But when I conſider that this diſpo- 
ſeth to ill as well az to Good, according to 
the different Tempers and Inclinations of 
Men; and in ſome other Caſes, perhaps 
the ſame Men alſo, however this is only a 
following the Mecbaniſm of the Body, and 
the Motion of the Blood and Animal Spirits, 
and therefore cannot be a Virtue, unleſs it 
hath alſo the Approbation of our Wills, 
and be an Effect of our Choice. For I 
make account, that not only the Reaſon of 
our Minds, but alſo Divine Revelation was 
given us by God for this, wiz. that we 
thould endeavour to find out our evil Incli- 
nations and Propenſions, and learn to cor- 
rect and amend them, and alſo the good 
Tempers and Inclinations of our Souls to 
encreale and improve them. Further, 
ſome think themſelves virtuous, it they do 
but perform ſome Actions of outward Piety, 
and make an External Profeſſion of Religi- 
on, tho inwardly in their Hearts and Con- 


ſciences they are full of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
and live fometimes in the Sins of Pride, 
Envy, Anger, Hatred, Malice, and the 
like; others again place Virtue in being 
Morally honeſt Men, in being juſt and fair 


in their dealings one with another, and 


doing no wrong or injury to any Body, as 


near as they can, which is ſo far well; but 


in the mean time the) l negle& the Duties 
of true Piety and Devotion to God in his 
Publick iP 
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7 Dbe Preface \3 
9 Publick Worſhip and Service. Now, theſe 
ro are fo much the more to be pitied, in that 
of © they often think themſelves in the Right, 
= whereas they are in the wrong, or at leaſt 
their Virtues are very Defective. Not 
that I think Perfection of Virtue is to be 
2 obtain'd in this World; but Sincerity and 
© Integrity not only may, but ought to be 
= endeavour'd after by eveiy one, to love 
God and fincerely to obſerve his Com- 
= mands; to love our Neighbours, and 
2 Heartily defire their Good and Welfare, and 
to perform all thoſe ſeveral Duties which our 
7 reſpective places and ſtations require of us. 
True Virtue Itake to conſiſt in this, viz. 
in obedience to the Will of God, however 
made known to us; whether by the Rati- 
cocinations of our own minds; or the Reve- 
lation thereof, in his holy Word; by Rea- 
ſon or Scripture. We Chriſtians have both 
= to guide us by (thanks to the infinite 
= Goodneſs of God:) But being corrupted by 
Sin ( or the Defection of our firſt Parents, 
and by their Diſobedience ro God, and 
Deviation from that Perfection of Nature 
in which they were created, either the Fa- 
cCuolties of our Souls are them ſelves become 
=} weakned and debilitated, or there is by 
= >:minal Traduction ſucceſſively deriv'd 
from them to all their Poſterity, ſuch a 
Depravity and Corruption, even in their 
3 Bodily Tempers and Conſtitutions as is 
3 A 4 apt 


"q 
apt to excite in them, ſuch Paſſions of Mind 


166% Ne. 


and Actions of Lite, which would make 


them very unhappy in this World, and ex- 


treamly miſerable in the other.) We are 0 
govern our ſelves by Reaſon direded by 

ipture, or thoſe poſtive Commands 
and - Precepts, that God hath given us to 
ſupply the Defeats of our own Reaſon or 
Underſtanding ; and to overcome the Pre- 
judices or Irregularities of our Paſſions; 
the which we are ſincerely to endeavour 


to obſerve, becauſe it is the Will of God 


we ſhould do fo, of a God of infinite Wil- 
dom, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs; and 
therefore all his Commands mult needs be 
ſo too; we are to be obedient to them, not 
meerly becauſe the obſervance of them 
tends to our Peace and quiet; not becauſe 
by them we may get an eſteem or Reputa- 
tion amonſt Men; or they may tend to the 
procuring the Riches, or a Competency at 
leaſt of Worldly good things, as many of 
the Precepts of our Religion do, ſuch as 
Temperance, Moderation, Diligence and 
the like; but chiefly out of Love to the Na- 
ture and will of God, and a hatied or 
diſlike of what is contrary thereunto, and 
a deſire to be conform'd to him as much as 
we can in this very imperte& Life, that fo 
we may be eternally happy hereafter, and 
in a fit diſpoſition of Mind, to love lis Na- 
ture and will to all Eternity. All the other 
Induce- 


The Preface 
| Inducements are good and proper Motives, 


to encourage us in our obedience ; but the 
Principles from whence they ſhould all pro- 


* cced, ſhould be love to God and obedience 


to his Commands. For every other mo- 
tive may fail of its effect, but this never 
will. The ſincere Practice of Religion, 
may not always tend ro our eternal peace 
and quiet ; nor the Virtues of Temperance, 
Diligence and the like, be always followed 
wich ſucceſs in our worldly Affairs; nay, 
there may be ſome Sins that may ſometimes 
contribute thereunto; and the Vicesof Men, 
do not always bring upon them thoſe Evils 
or Afflictions that ſeem to be the natural 
Conſequences of them; tho they very often 
do, and therefore are a very probable Ar- 
gument to excite us to the Practice of 
Virtue and Goodneſs, and keep us from Vice 
and Wickeinels; But that which ſhould 
moſt of all prevail wich us is, that we ſhould 
look upon che one to be che Happineſs and 
Perfection of our Souls, and the other their 
degeneracy and corruption ; that the one 
doth tend to our Everlaſting Happineſs, in 
the Eternal Enjoyment of God in Heaven, 
and the ocher to our everlaſting Miſery, by 
an eternal Separation from all the Emanati- 
ons of his Goodneſs and Participatians of 
his Nature ; and therefore hath God com- 
manded the one and forbidden the other. 
And we ſhould endeavour after thoſe virtues 


he 
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he requires of us, chiefly out of love to him 
and obedience to his commands; and be- 
cauſe we then do what beſt pleaſeth God, 
moſt contribute to the good of others, and 
to our own Everlaſting Happineſs and Feli- 
City. And this is what | have endeavour'd 
ro exhort to in the following Diſcourſe. 
This is a Principle I think that is moſt 
agreeable co Holy Scripture, and would beſt 
direct us in the Performance of thoſe ſeveral 
and reſpective Duties, which the different 
Stations and Circumſtances of Men require, 
or expect from one ano her. It would beſt 
ſecure that Honour, Reverence, and Obe- 
dience, which is due from Subjects to their 
Kings and Governours; and render them 
again tenderly caretul of the Good and 
Happineſs of their Subjects: (For whatever 
ſome Men may think) that obedience in 
People which proceeds trom an Opinion of 
the Wildom, and Goodneſs of their G 
vernours, and produceth true Love nd) 
Affection to them as the Fathers of their 
Country, 15 more genuine and laiting than 
what is paid them cut of fear, or meerly 
upon the Account of their Power and 
Greatneſs. And all thoſe” Beneficial effects 
of Goverment, that beſt promote the Peace 
and Welfare of Subjects by the Encourage- 
ment of true and tincere Piety and Retigi- 
gion, by an equicable Adminiſtration of 
juſtice, and by providing as much as * 
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The Preface 11 


be for the Good and Happineſs of all Orders 
and Degrees of Men, are likely io be moſt 
proſecuted and beſt effected, when Gover- 
nours looks upon themſelves, as inveſied 
wich Power and Authority by God, for ihis 
very end and purpoſe | 

That which I have further to Advertiſe 
the Reader of is, that whereas I place Reli- 
gion chiefly in the Hearts and Souls of Men, 
I would by no means be underftaod, as if 
I thereby diſeſteem'd that Honour and Reve- 
rence we owe to God by the external Sign 
thereof in his publick Worſhip and Service. 
For the greater ſenſe Men have of the infinite 
perfection of God in their Souls, the more I 
ſhould think, they ſhould maniteſt it by all 
thoſe ex:ernal Actions, that are proper to de- 
clate the Apprehenſions they have of his 
infinite Greatneſs and Goodneſs : Such as 


are hearing his Word, and offering up unto 


him our Prayers, Praiſes and T hanksgivings; 
and alſo by the decent Grandeur and Mag- 
nificerce of the Places, ſet a part for his Pub- 
lick Worſhip and Service, There way be 


too great 2 catele{neis, as well as too much 


Superſiicion in this: But above all we ſhould 
endeavour to have in our Souls, and expreſs 


in our Lives and Actions, the Senſ2 we have 


ot the infinve perte tions of God, and our 
manifolc Obligations unto him by the V irrues 
ct Piety, Juſtice, Charity and Benificence; 
by which we ſhall not only do the moſt good 

tO 


| toothers, in our ſeveral Places and Stations ; 


ſerving 
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but make the belt uſe of whatſoever the 
goodneſs of God beſtows upon us, moſt 
pleaſe him here, and be the fitter for the E 

ternal enjoyment of him in Heaven 
If it ſhould be objected, that by exhorting 
Men to their following Diſcourſe,'o Conten- 
ration in their ſeveral Places and Stations in 
the World, and a more eſpecial care of 
of the diſcharge of thoſe Duties that belong 
there unto. This would hinder fome Men 
perhaps of Ability and Integricy, from en- 
deavouring after ſuch circumſtances of Life, 
in which they might be more capable of 
God and doing Geod. To this I 
Anſwer, that it would by no means do fo ; 
but rather makes ic their Duty, provided it 
be without Pride, Circumvention, Malice, 
or envy at the Happineſs of any others ; but 
with a real deſign of doing Good : For when 
Mens circumſtances are altered by the Bleſ. 
ſing of God upon their Induſtry, or any o- 
ther lawful means, or Providential Diſpen- 
ſations, of the good things of this World, then 
are the Relative Duties alſo altered; for God 
does not expect as much in Kindneſs and be- 
neficence to their Friends or Relati- 
ons, in uſefulneſs to their Neighbours, 
or in Charity to the Poor, from thoſe 
that have a Competency only, as from thoſe 
that have Plenty and Abundance ; there may 
be as much of the Virtue of Charky, ou 
the 
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the Effects cannot be a like; nor ſo much 
good to be done by thoſe that are in meaner 
Circumſtances in the World with reference 
to Parts and Underſtanding, Wiſdom and 
Prudence, Riches and Honour and the like, 
as thoſe that enjoys moſt of theſe z for ſuch 
certainly are in a Capacity of doing the 
molt good in the World. And as Mens 
opportunities and advantages of doing Good 
encreaſe, ſo do their Duties and Obligations 
theteunto; which ſhould manifeſt it ſelf to 
others in ſome mealure proportionable to the 
Bounty and Goodgels.of God towards them. 
To conclude, l have endeavoured as much 
as I can in the compaſling theſe. Diſcourſes, 
Plainneſs and Perſpicuity, ſo as to render them, 

I hope, not unacceptableto the Judicious, nor 
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* © Unintelligible:to che meaneſt Capacities ; as 
'3 * thinking that thoſe things, which relate to pra- 
rH ctice, ſnould be recommended toMens Choice, 
0 and gain their Affections by plain Argument 
'- = andReaſon,that fo they may both direct their 
Conſciences, in the true Nature of Virtue and 
E Religion, and Influence their Lives and Con- 
5 4 verlations to the moſt, ſincere and Hearty pra- 


> ctice thereof, I have this comfort in my own 
Mind that I have done, what I think to be my Duty to 
do; butwhat ſucceſs theſe my weak endeavours may have, 
depends upon the Bleſſing of God upon them, 
> to which I moſt heartily recommend them, beſeeching 
the Influences of his, Grace upon the Souls of Men, to 
produce inthem ſuchVirtues,as may tend to their beſtHap- 
4 —— in this World and their everlaſting Felicity, in 
* Heayen, | 
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CHAP. I. 


Oncerning the ſeveral ſorts of Goodneſs, Natu- 
ral, Moral and Divine. Shewing what that 
Good is we are to endeavour after, and more 


£ 
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particularly what 1s meant in the Text 
by the Command to do Good, and to Commu- | 
nicate; and why it is ſaid God is well pleaſed | 


with ſuch Sacrifices. 
CHAP. 


Shewing bow this Duty of doing Gosd 1s to be 


performed, and that is im the Diſcharge 
of thoſe Duties, and in tbe practice of thoſe 
Firtues. which the ſeveral Places and Sta. 
tions, Abilities and Circumſtances of Men fit 
and di poſe them for, and the Laws of God 


require of them. Shewing alſo the ſeveral 


5 


Mays of doing Good, and in what manner it 


ſhould be dont to be moſt acceptable to God, 


CHAP. il. 


Propoſing ſeveral Conſiderations, which may ſerve 
« | 


* 
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as ſo many Motives, or Reaſons to excite, er 
ir ns up unto the Practice of this Duty. 
1. Motive by conſidering that it is the main and 
* moſt ſuſt ant ial part of Religion, and indeed 
. _ End and Deſign of it. 2. Motive 
). | by Conſidering that our ſelves and all we have 
are Gods. 3. Motive by Conſidering that it 
Ii the beſt uſe we can make of the good thing! 
+ of this World. 


tu 

bat CHAP. IV. 

777 Alot ive the 4th is to conſider, what excellent Ex- 
rl * amples we have to follow. (1) Nothing is 
ied more agreeable to God's Nature and Benef:- 


cence : It is in ſome ſort a Conformity to God 
bimſeif. (2) Tis a following the Example of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. This ex- 
plaind by anſwering an Object ion, againſt the 
obe Treſumption and Impoſubiluy of it. (3) We 
my have for this, the Examples of the beſt Men 
boſe 3 all Ages of the World. 


FF * 
7 a 1 


Pleaſure and Foy that attends it here, in 
W and Satisfaction of our Conſciences. (2) 
lr is mfinitely Pleaſing to God. (3) It pro- 
res many Bleſſings and Favours from God, aud 
varb Annex't to it the Promiſes of the Good 


thivgs 


El 
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2 fit ; CHAP. Y; 

Ine | Motive the 5th, to the doing Good is the Con- 
-: fideration of the infinite Reward of it.Cx) The 
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things of this World particularly tbeſe. 2 Com- 
prevenfible ones. 1. Delruerance or Freedom 


from Troubie or Seturity from Evil. (Some 


Objections to this anſwer'd.) 2. 4 Competent 
or Plentiful Enjoyment of all Worldly good 


things, ſo far as avs beſt for ws, (4) It will 
be Everlaſtingly Rewarded in Heaven, 


CHAP. YE 


Motive the 6th, ta excite us to this Duty, is the 
Conſideration of the Miſeries and P uniſhments 


threatned 10 the (= mar of it, The Appli- 


cation. This ſhould teach ws theſe 2. things 

1. To ceaſe from evil, to repem of and for- 
fake our Sims. 2. To learn to do well by en- 

 deawouring to do that good which God requires 
of us. Am Anſwer to an Objection againſt 
aur owns Power and Ability to do this. 


The Concluſion. 
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8 l But to do Good, and to Communicate 


forget not; for with ſuch Sacri- 


F fees God is well pleaſed. 


GEAF. I. 


oy Concerning the ſeveral ſorts of Goodueſs, 


Natural, Moral, and Divine. Shew- 
ing what that Good is we are to Endea- 
vour after; and more particularly what 
i meant in the Text by the Command 
to do Good, and to Communicate ; and 
why it ij ſaid God is well pleaſed with 
ſuch Sacrifices. 


Y O Do Good is ſo Effential to the 
VT - Happineſs of thoſe that would be 


Good, that without endeavouring 


& after This, they can in no ſenſe be Cenomi- 


nated ſuch, and yet when we have done all 


e can, we are but Imperfectly ſo. There 


4 


is none Abſolutely Good but God. Now 


of Corporeal things to produce ſuch Benefi- 


To Do Good, the Duty 


there are ſeveral ſorts of Goodneſs according 
tothe ſeveral Natures of things, and the De- 
grees of Life and Being they are Endued with, 
and They may be called Natural, Moral, 
and Divine. 


1. Natural Goodneſs, which is the Fitneſs p 


þ 


cial Effects as are for the Good of thoſe they. 
were made and deſigned for, by the Crea- © 
tor. Thus, the Nouriſhing Virtue in Food * 
the Medicinal Effects in Herbs, the Light | 
and Heat of the Sun, the Fertility of the 
Ground by the Labour and Induſtry of 
Man produce ſuch Effects as are Good and 
ſerviceable to Men. All theſe may be ſaid © 
to be Naturally Good; but this is Goodneſs Þ 
in the meaneſf and loweſt Degree being no | 
more than the Natural Fitneſs of ſuch things 
Neceſſarily to Produce ſuch Effects as are 
Good to the ſeveral Uſes they were De- 5 
fign'd by God without any ſenſe or Under. 75 
ſtanding of their own. 75 
2. Moral Goodneſs, and that is an Incli- 5 5 
nation of the Will to do that which the Rex- | 8 
ſon of our Minds tells us ought to be done, 
and which tends to our own Beſt Happineſ l 
as well as to the good of others; ſuch as is 
the Endeavouring after the Virtues of Gra- 
titude and Thankfulneſs to God; Juſtice and 
Charity to Men; and a due moderation of i 
our 


l 8 
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and Happineſs of Man, 


CY 


3 
our Paſſions and Affections towards the Væ 
rious objects and Affairs of this World which 
ſerve to excite them, and by which we are 
apt to be too much moved and affected, 
whether They be the Good or Evil things 


thereof. And when we endeavour aſter 
theſe Duties we ſhould do ſo, not only be- 
** cauſe they are Agreeable to the Reaſon of 
our Minds; but becauſe thev are Confor- 
mable to the mind and will of God, and 
from a Principle of Obedience to his Com- 
© mands. Then are they truly virtuous and 
Religious. 

3. Divine Goodneſs, and This is that 
= Goodneſs of God, which at firſt created 
the World, and by which He is diſpos'd to 
do Good to the ſeveral Parts of his Creation 
ſo as may moſt contribute to the Good of 
the whole, according to the Capacities with 
Which he hath endued them, according to 
the means of Grace He Affords them, and 


= according to their good uſe thereof; by 
"7 which He alſo manifeſts the Wiſdom, and 
4 2 Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, and all other 
== the Perfections of his Nature. Now this 
© * Goodneſs is only in God in its utmoſt Per- 
c fection, and other Creatures are more or 
les Perſect as they partake of it. For God 
> WF hath made it the Duty of Men andconſe- 
T p = quently their Happineſs to do all the Good 
n = they can in their ſeveral places and Stations, 
5 B 2 pro- 
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_ Abilities, and according to thole Com- 


To Do Good, the Duty 
ionably to their ſeveral 


mands and Precepts He hath given them. 
To do Good and to Communicate Forget not ; for 
with ſuch Sacrifices God u well phaſed. 


In Diſcourſing upon theſe words I ſhall 
obſerve this Method. 


1. Shew you what that Good is woe are to 
endeavour after ; and more particularly what 
is meant in the Text by the Command to 
Do Good, and to Communicate ; and why it is 
fayd God u will pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices. 


2. How or in what manner this Duty of 
Doing Good is to be performed. 


3. Give you ſome Conſiderations, which 
may ſerve as ſo many Motives or Reaſons 
to excite or Stir you up to This. And 


4. Apply It to our uſe and practice. 


1. What that Good is that we are to En- 
deavour after; and more particularly what 
is meant in the Text by the Command to 
Do Good and to Communicate, and why it is 
laid God 4 well pleaſed with ſuch Sacrifices. 

Good is that which ſome way or oo 

tends 
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and Happineſs of Man. 5 
tends to the Accompliſhment of the Happi- 
neſs and Perfection of any Being according 
to thoſe Faculties and Capacities with which 
it is endued by God. The Good of Man 
then conſider'd as a Reaſonable Creature 
Compoſed of Soul and Body, of a Body 
that is frail and mortal, and of a Soul 
that is Immaterial and Immortal is whatſoe- 
ver Effects the true Good and Happineſs of 
either. Thus Meat and Drink and all the 
Innocent and Lawſul Enjoyments of Liſe 
are Good, uſed with Juſtice and Charity, 
Temperance and Sobriety ; becauſe They 


then Contribute to the Happineſs of Body 
* and mind, They then promote the Health 


and vigour of the Body, and tend alſo to 
the Improvement of the Soul in vertue and 
Goodneſs ; for as the Body hath its Growth 
and Nouriſhment from what is proper and 
Convenient for it, and its Happineſs from the 
Regular and Temperate Enjoyment there- 
of ; So the Soul hath its Nouriſhment from 
the Word of God ; and its Felicity from 
the Influences of the Good Spirit and Grace 


| of God in the Hearts of Men, and the 


pradtice of Good and virtuous Actions in 


x their Lives and Converſations. 


Now all Good is to be deſired only in pro- 


portion to its worth and tendency to pro- 


mote the true Happineſs of Man; and fo 
far as it does that and no farther. That muſt 
at B 3 be 
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be the Beſt Good then, which makes a Man 
the moſt Happy, and leads to the Eternal 
Enjoyment of God in Heaven, which be 
Jure is our ſupream Good and Chiefeſt Hap- 
pineſs. So that we ſhould always prefer the 
greater Good before the leſs, our Souls before 
our Bodies, that which is Eternal and Ever- 


laſting before that which is ſhort and Tranſi- 
tory. For in truly eſtimating the Worth of 


any Good we ſhould conſider theſe three 
things, the Quality, the Duration, and the 
Satisfactorineis of it; That which is Beſt in it 
{:If ; That which is of longeſt Duration; 
and That which is moſt Satisfactory to the 
Soul of Man is molt certainly his chiefeſt 
Good, and all other things are more or leſs 
fo as they tend to promote That. 


Therefore we ſhauld learn to diſtinguiſſi 


betwixt thoſe things which are Naturally, 
and thoſe which are Morally Good; the 


one tend ing only to the Happineſs of our Bo- 


dies,. the other to the Happinels of our Souls, 
All God's Creatures are Good as Created by 
Him, Gen. 1. 31. God ſaw every thing that 


be had made and behold it was very Good; But 


it is Chiefly the Good uk ofthem that makes 
them ſo to us. That is only Morally Good, 


' | 


Wo. . 


i 
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which makes Men truly and Sincerely 
Good and vircuous; or rather we our ſelves 
are ſo when we Sincerely endeavour after 


the Virtues of Piety and Devotion, juſtice 3 
| and | 


0d, 
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and Happineſs of Man. 7 
and Righteouſneſs, Charity and Beneficence. 


And This it is that is Required of us in the 
W Text, when we are Commanded to do Good 
and to Communicate; we are to Endeavour 
after Uprightneſs and Integrity of Life, to 
7 keep Conſciences void of Offence both towards 
Sold and towards Men, Acts 24. 16. We are 
" ** to endeavour after the Good of Innocence 
- ©” asnearaz we can in this frail and ImperfeR 
Life; that we may be blameleſs and barm- 
= leſs the Sons of God without Rebuke, 
P ͤbilip 2. 15. And we are to ſtrive after the 
** Good of Benevolence and Beneficence, 


wiſhing and deſiring and doing all the Good 


to others we can as far as our Influence will 
reach, and according to our ſeveral Abilities; 
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whether it be Riches and Honours, or wit and 


parts, or Power and Intereſt, or Gifts and 


Graces that Men Enjoy: (as God is pleaſed 


to diſtribute them ditferently amongſt the 
Sons of Man) Theſe ought all of them to 
be uſed to the Glory of God, the Good of 
others, and our own in fublerviency and 
Subordination thereunto: and indeed we 
cannot perform the former without the Lat- 
ter, for whatever tends to the Glory of 
God and the Good of others tends alſo to our 
own Happineſs ; fo that the Virtues of Piety 


> and Juſtice and Charity in our ſeveral pla- 


29 
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ces and Stations is a Doing Good to our 
ſelves (tho That is not the ultimate End and 
B 4 Deſign 
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Deſign of them) as well as to others, and 
the Greateſt Good to our ſelves too, becauſe 
it is the Exerciſe of thoſe virtues, which 
conſtitute our trueſt and Beſt Happineſs, and 
which God hath promiſed Everlaſtingly to 
Reward, as He hath threatned to puniſh the 
Vices contrary thereunto, St. Mat. 25. 46. 
and theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting p uniſh- 
ment; but the Rigbteous into Life Eternal: and 
we are Commanded in the Text to do Good | 
and to Communicate with this very Encourage- 
ment becauſe God is will pleated with ſuch © 
Sacrifices, for what He is well pleaſed with, 
he will never fail to Reward. 2 
This then is the meaning of Doing Good © 
and Communicating ; that we are to do all the 
good we can in our ſeveral places and Stati. 
ons, by the exerciſe of thoſe vertues that God | 
Requires of us, and to be Communicative Þ 
of whatever Bleflings we Enjoy from the 
Eounty and Goodnels of God ſuitable to our 
Abilities and Circumſtances, and others 
wants and occaſions; and here every mans 
Conſcience according to the Different con- 
ditions God hath plac't them in the World 
muſt-tell him what he can do, and his own n 
Reaſon and the Word of God direct him 


what he ſhould do. I ſhall only give ſome B 


Inſtances hereof in ſome few Caſes, by 
which a Man may judge of his Duty in all 5 


others. To ſome the Providence of Gd 


h h 1 be 
o 
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hath given more time and Leaſure from the 
Buſineſſes and Incumbrances of the World 
than to others; Theſe He expects ſhould 
= ſpend more time in Piety and Devotion, 
Reading the Word of God and meditating 
upon it, than thoſe who have not ſo much to 


© fools ww COD wad 


Q 


5. ſpend: For others God hath plac't in the 
— IX Noiſe and Buſtle of the World and made 
d #7 Buſineſs and Action their Province; He 
44 expects from them Prudence and Juſtice and 
- Charity in the managing of their Affairs; 
6 That is their way of Doing Good. Some 
h, God hath plac't in a Low and mean condi- 

tion inthe World, Induſtry and Diligence 
are their ways of doing Good; and not 
ae murmuring or Repining againſt God, or 
ti. Envying thoſe above them, Patience and 
0d Contentment are their Duties. Others 
ve God hath Plentifully or Competently pro- 
he vicded for with Wealth and Riches, Their 
ur way of Doing Good is by works of Chari- 
ers ty and Beneficence ſomewhat ſuitable there- 
ns unto. Thus have I explain'd to you what is 


n- meant by this Command 70 do Good and 10 
rd Communicate. 


mn ©: Laſtly, Lam to give you the meaning of 
im theſe words; for with i, Sacrifices God 1s 
me ell pleaſed, Where we are taught that the 


Doing Good and Communicating is a Sacri- 
ice, and that It is well pleaſing unto God. 
= Now by Sacriſices is meant the Worſhip of 
Ly God 
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God under the Jewiſh Law, which conſiſted 
of many Sacrifices and Gblations, and ex- 
ternal Purifications; which were Command- 
ed and uſed, not only as an External Sign 
| of that Honour, which they owed to God, 
1 and as an Acknowledgment that they Re- 
| ceiv'd their Lives and all they had from him 
th ſome of them as an Oblation of Praiſe and 
oy Thanksgiving unto him, and others for a 
. Deprecation of his Anger and Diſpleaſure; 
1 but alſo and chiefly Ki ſignify the Inward 
{-nle they had thereof in their minds and 
Souls; to ſignify the Purity of the Heart, 
thei: Faith in God, their Repentance and 
Obedience, and ſuch other vertues as Then 
were only the External Signs thereof; without 
which God Almighty calls them vain Obla- 
tions; becauſe they obtained not the End 
for which they were deſigned, the being and . 
Doing Good, which God was chiefly pleasd 
and de mb ed with. And therefore our | 
Bleſſed Saviour, after He had Fulfilled all 
the Predictions of the Prophets concerning 
himlelf, and Accompliſh't what was Typi- 
cally meant of Him by the Meritorious Sa- 
crifice of his Death and Paſſion, Commands 
and Commends Nothing ſo much as the 
ene ee Graces and Virtues; of which! 
2 hath given us an Excellent Abridgment 4 
in 1 the 22th Chap. of St. Mat. the 37, 38, 
and 39. verſe, 7heou ſhak lau ẽ the Lord thy" 3 
Goih 8 
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and Happineſs of Man. 11 
God with all thy Heart, and with all thy Soul, 
and with all thy mind. Thi u the Firſt and 


d 92 Great Commandment, and the Second is like un- 
A to it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. 
d, * This was the Anſwer of our Saviour to one 
that Ask't him which was the great Command- 
1 3 ment of the Law ? The Phariſees ic ſeems had 
ad this Corrupe Notion or Opinion that God 

1 5 Her ſuch a value upon ſome of his Laws, that 
85 if they performed them, they might be Diſ- 
rd = pens*c with in the Reſt, and there were ma- 
nd vy Dilputes amongſt them which was the 
it, ** Chief Command or Precept 5 ſome Affirmed 
nd PE Circumciſion to be it, others che Sabbath 
en | and the ſtrict Oblervation thereof, together 
but wich the Sacrifices and Oblations pertorm'd 
la. in the Worſhip of God. And They truſted 
5 and contided in the external performance of 
| 


theſe things, without Endeavouring after 
; what was ſignified by them, viz. the Cir- 
FX cumcition and purification of the Heart from 
al 5 Worldly Luſts and corrupt Affections, the 
ing Pious and Devout Elevation of the Mind 
pr and Saul unto God, the Sincereſt Love and 

© *X Hearrieſt Charity unto others; which our 
nd Saviour means by che Love of God and our 
the X Neighbour, and tells us bat in theſe were con- 
nich“ tained the Law and the Prophets : Yea and the 
wn FE Goſpel too, ror our Saviour makes That the 
38, great End and Deſign of all ; of his Doct- 


2 ringe, of his meritorious Death and Paſſion, 
0 #8 
1 of 


12 To Do Good, the Daty 
of the Aids and Aſſiſtances of his Grace and 
Holy Spirit in the Hearts of Men, to Unite 
them to God by true and ſincere Piecy, 
from whom they were alienated by Sin and 
Wickedneſs, and to one another by Hearty 7 
Love and Charity, from which their Cor: | 
rupt Paſſions and Affections would Eſtrange 
them: and the Apoſtle ſays in the tb 
verſe of the Chapter of my Text, By bim 
therefore let us offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God 
continually that is the fruit of our Lips giving 
Thanks to hu Name, and then follows what we | 
are to do as the beſt Sign of our Thankſul- WR 
neſs, But to do good and to Communicate Forget 4 f 
not; for with ſuch Sacrifice God w wel . 
pleaſed. p 
This is that which God Almighty chiefly} 
requires under all his Diſpenſations to the 
Sons of Men. Theſe things were alway 
more valued by God then Sacrifices, or any} 
External ſervices whatſoever, Micah. 6. 8 
He hath ſhewed thee O Man, what is Good; 
and what doth tbe Lord requireof thee, but to di 
juſtly, and to lowe mercy, and to walk bum 
with thy God? Hath the Lord as great delight 
in Burnt offerings and Sacrifices, as in obeying! 
the Voice of the Lord ! behold to obey is bette} 
than Sacrifice, and to Hearken than the fat 1 
Rams, 1 Sam. 15. 22. Saul thought that God 
was to be pleaſed with a multitude of Sacri- 
fices and Oblations, or the External worſſup 
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* and Happineſs of Man. 13 
Wof God only; but Samuel tells him that God 


took the greateſt Delight in an hearty Obe- 


id 
Ai 


tt dience to his Commands; and this ought 
to be the Effect of the other, or elſe they 
nd were very little Conſiderable in God's Ac- 
count. 

or? This was very much the Temper of the 
BY Freun, they cared not how coſtly and Ex- 
* penſive their Sacrifices to God were, ſo he 
* pere but ſatisfied with External Worſhip 
30d only, which is expreſs in the 6th and 7th 
Wy Ferle of the forecited Chapter of Micab. 
we I berewith ſhall ] come before the Lord, and bow 
ful. my ſelf — the High God | Shall ] come be- 
"ge ; fore bim with Burst-efferings, with Calves of 4 
wel Tear Old? Will the Lord be pleaſed with Thou- 
f ds of Rams or with Ten thouſands of Rivers 
efly | of O11! Shall I give my fir - born for my Tranſ- 
the = the fruit of my Body for the Sin of my 
Vay' Sox! No, ſays He God requireth not this; 
any t to do juſtly, and to love mercy ? and to 
6.3. alk humbly with thy God. This is a Duty 


004; hich every one doth owe and can pay un- 
to d & God ; This is what may be eafily known 
11%) Fr all, and (one would think) not Diffi- 
e ule to be practiſed; and This is that which 
44 $ ſignified by, and ſhould be the Effect of 
E 


Il the External Worſhip and Service of 


at od. But there is alſo the ſame Temper of 
God ind amonſt many Chriſtians, we have it 
act gainly taught us in the Word of God that 
ſhip 0 | Man- 
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Mankind is fallen from that Original Righ- 
teouineſs and Rectitude in which They were 
Created; and the experience of Men teach- 
eth them this, that there is a Corruption | 
and Degeneracy upon Humane Nature, 
that chis occaſions many Actual Sins and | 
Tranſgreſſions and makes us liable to the 
Wrath of God ; They know that He is all. 
powerful, and Sufficientiy able to Accom. 
pliſh his Thieatnings ; that he is juſt and 
Righteous, and withal Good and Mercifull 
fo far as is conſiſtent therewith ; which be 
hath Sufficiently manifeſted by ſending his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt into the World to be 2 
Propitiation for our Sins. 

Laſtly, Men know that they ought 0 
Worſhip God by Hearing his Word, Pray. 
er, Praiſes and Thankſpivings. But — 

They forget oftentimes, that this exter-| 
nal Worſhip of God is to ff enify that the“ 5 
Inward Devotion of their minds, and they 
Tempers of their Souls be ſome way ſuita 
ble thereunto ; and that Chriſt himſelf re.. 9 
quireth Faich, Repentance, and Since 
(tho not perfect and unerring) Obediencll of 
as the Condition of Pardon of Sin and E, ? 
ternal Salvation. They often Forget th 
Command of the Text, zo do Good and * 5 P 
Communicate, for with ſuch Sacrifices God i 1 

well pleaſed, i. e. chiefly and moſtly 9 t 
This is intimated to us by our Saviour 

Mat 


3 


and Happineſs of Man. 15 


h. = Mat. 23. 23. Wo unto you Secribes and Phari- 
Te e,, Hypocrites, for ye pay Tith of mint and 
h- Anni, and Cummin, and have omitted the 
ON 1 Miigbter malters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy 
Ire, : nd Faith : theſe ought yeto have done, and no: 
HE 8 
he to leave the other undone. Our Saviour Re- 
the 


1 proves them for this, that by obſerving the 
all 4 © leſſer matters of the Law they thought to be 
m- ©” Diſpens't with in greater; upon which He 


long Prayers they devoured Widows Hou- 
ſes; and by ſome External Rights and Ce- 

9 remonies they thought they made amends 
ra for the Corrupt Paſſions and Affections of 
bent, their Hearts, or ſor their wicked Lives and 
ter F Actions. And for this Reaſon It is that our 
the Saviour tells his Diſciples, Mat. 5. 20. that 
the. except their Righteouſneſs ſhould exceed the Righ- 
uitz hd | Feouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, They 
re © ſhould in no caſe enter into the King dom of Hea- 


and tells them, they tranſpreſs the Command ment. 

ifu 1 + of God through their Tradition, Mat. 15. 3. for 

he by their Corban they legitimated Diſobedi- 

y ® ence to their Parents; upon pretence of 
i 


cr ven. Now dis well known that che Y plac't 
ence their Religion generally in External ſervices 
| , and performances, to the neglect oftentimes 
4 tie 1 


of the true love of God, and Sincere Cha- 
[rity to Men. They were ſometimes very 
punctual in leſſer matters, and neglected 
= choſe of _ greatel! Concernment to their 
15 Eternal Salvation : for that which our Sa- 
% vionr 
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viour chiefly requires is, that the Love of 
God, juſtice and Righteouſneſs and Charity 
be, as it were, the very Temper and Incli- 
nation of our Souls, and this will diſpoſe us 
to the Exerciſe of theſe vertues in all 
things. | 45 
Hearing the Word of God, Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, Prayer unto God and the 
like are all very good and neceſſary Duties; 
They are all good means appointed by God 
in order to a good and virtuous Life, and 
without which ordinarily Men cannot at- 
tain it. But it is then when they have this 
effet in us that they are moſt pleaſing 
to God and beneficial to our ſelves. = 
*Tis Juſtice and Charity and Beneficenc: 
and the like, which have been always moſt 
eſteemed by God, and that the Performance 
of all the External Duties of Religion in the 
Worſhip and Service of God ſhould produce 
In us. A 
For if we conſider the Times before the 
giving of the Law, we ſhall find that thel: 
virtues were ever reckoned the moſt Subſtan-W 
tial part of Religion. It is ſaid that Naa 
was a juſt Man and perfect in bis Generation, 
and be walked with God, i. e. was truly Pio 
and Devout, Gen. 6. 9. It is ſaid that A 
Sacrifice was more acceptable to God than 
Cain's ; and that no doubt was becauſe he 


offered it with a better mind. Abrabam vi 
called 
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and Happineſs of Man. 17 
called the Friend of Cd as being eminently 
beloved by him; which was for Faith 
and Obedience to bim, ap is end De— 
pendance upon him. If w- onſider urther 
the time under the Law, we may oblerve 
that the Moral Law contained in tic Ten 
Commandments, deliver'd by God himſelt 
to Moſes, was chiefly intended to oblige to 
Integrity and Sincericy of Heart and Lite, 
to the Fot king of Sin, and the Endeavour- 
ing after Virtus and Goodneſs. 

And the obſervation of theſe were eſteem- 
ed by God more than thoſe that related to 
his Immediate Worſhip ; (tho cf his own 
Appointment two) becaule as I have laid, 
the great End and Deſign of all Religious 
Worſhip, is co promote and encreaſe theſe 
Virtues in us. Solomon tells us, Prov 21.27. 
tha; the Sacrifice of the Wicked is Abomination; 
how much more when he bringeth it with a 
Wicked mind? i e. the beſt External Du- 
ties we cad perform to God, whilſt we love 
our Sins arid continne in them impenitently 
are not pleaſing and acceptable unto him. 
To what purpoie is the Maltitude / your 
Secrifices unto me! faith che Lord, lia. 1. 
from the 11th to the 17th verſe, Ces to do 
Evil learn to do well. That ſhould e the 
Effect of all our Religious Duties. If 
therefore the great End and Deſign of Sacri- 
fices was to ſignify ſuch a temper of Mind 

| and 
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and Soul as they ſerv'd to repreſent, wiz. 
either Gratitude and Thankfulneſs for Gods 
Benefits, Penitence for Sin, or Profeſſion of 
future Obedience unto God; then the Do- 
ing Good, or the endeavouring after thoſe 
virtues which were ſignified by their Sacrif. 
ces, is not only Metaphorically but proper- 
ly a Sacrifice : for it is (as it were) having 
the Subſtance of that which they were but 
the Sign of, having thoſe virtues in our 
Souls, which they were Inſtituted for a Sig. 
nification of; and without which they 
were of very little Account in God 
Eſteem. | A 
Thus for Inſtance, when we worſhip 
and ſerve God with the moſt ſincere Pie 
and Devotion, this is a Preſenting cur Soul 
unto him; and when we endeavour to 
Mortify our Sins, and to ſubdue our corrup 
Paſſions, and Affections, this is called bi 
the Apoſtle, Rom. 12. 1. 4 Preſenting ou 
Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, aceeptable if 
God, which is our Reaſonable Service. He tha 
is Beneficent offereth Thanks to God, ani 
he that giveth Alms Sacrificeth Praiſe : HY 
that givech his Bread to the Hungry, offeretif 
an Immolation, and He that giveth hi 
Drink to the Thirſty offerech a Drink-offer 
ing. In a word, thoſe that endeavour tod 
all che Good they can in their ſeveral Place 


and Stations, and according to their fevera 
Abilitie 


by 
RY 4s s 
5 
PHE, 
22 


— 
Ws 
— 


Abilities and Circumſtances (which is moſt 


rs eſpecially meant in the Text) by being Dif- 
\ of fuſive and Communicative of the Bleſſings 


Do. God beſtows upon them, do beſt ſhew their 
Gratitude and Thankfulneſs unto God; and 


0 thoſe that perform theſe virtues Heartily 
per. and Sincerely, all their Defects are ſupplyed 


by the Meritorious Sacrifice of Jeſus Chrilt. 
Thus have I explain'd co you what is meant 
by Doing Good aud Communicating, how it is 
called a Sacrifice, and why God is ſaid to be 
well pleaſed with ſuch Sacritices, 


CH: 44 6: 

Shewing How this Duty of Doing Good is 
to be perform d, and that is in the Diſ- 
charge of thoſe Duties, and in the Pra- 
lice of thoſe virtues, which the ſeve- 
ral Places and Stations, Abilities and 
Circumſtances of Men fit and diſpoſe 
them for, and the Laws of God Require 
of them. Shewing alſo the ſe veral ways 
of Doing Good, and in what manner it 
ſhould Be done to be moſt Acceptable to 
God. 


Am ſecondly to ſhew you how this Du- 
ty of doing Good is to be perform'd. 
It ſhould be done Suitably and Agreeably to 


— — 


and Happineſs of Man. 1 9 
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the ſeveral Relations and Stations in the 
World that Men are engaged in, and to 
their Different Circumſtances and Adilities. 
Governours are to take care to Rule in the 
Fear of the Lord, that thoſe that are under 


them may lead quiet and peaceable Lives in 


all Godlineſs and Honeſty. Subjects are to 


yield all due Fidelity and obedience to their 
Governours. Parents are to bring up their 


Children in the Fear and Nurture of the 


Lord, and Children to be Dutiſul and Obe. 


dient to their Parents. Maſters are to take 
care that their Servants come to Church, and 
ſerve God as they ought ; and they them- iſ 


ſelves ſhould endeavour to ſet them good Ex- 
amples, and to keep them from Vice and 
Foily ; and Servants ſhould he Faithful and 


1 


4 


Submiſſive to their Maſters; the Rich ſhould | 


be Charitable and helpful ro the Poor, and 
the Poor Induſtrious and reſpectful to the 
Rich. And all of us in our ſeveral places 
and Stations, ſhould endeavour to perform 
thoſe Duties that belong to us, fo as may be 
moſt for the Glory of God, the good of 
others, and our own Everlaſting Happinels. 
For this is the way of every particular Mans 
Doing Good and obeying the Command of 
the Text, and this is that which is ſo well 
pleaſing unto God, that by it we ſhall have 
his Love and Favour here, and be made Par: 
takers ct his Eternal Happincſs hereafter. 

This 


= Dileaſes, the loſs of Friends and Relations, 


= Defects and Imperfeions, which takes off 
much from the Happieſt condition thereof. 
And God Almighty permits or orders theſe 


beæſt and moſt plentiful enjoyment of them, 
chat all Men in ſome caſe or other may 
& itind in need of the Kindneſs and Aſſiſtance 
of others, and fo be Helpful and Beneficent 

to one another. The Rich want the Labour 

and Induſtry of the Poor; and the Poor 
" WW the Work and Employment, or the Charity 


Afflicted we the Aid and Aſſiſtance, the 


and Happineſs of Man. 21 


This it is to let our Light ſo ſhine before Men 
that they ſeeing our good works may glorifie our 
Father which is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. 

This is the beſt way of bringing Glory 
arid Honour to God. For He in his infinite 
wiſdom doth fo diſpoſe and order, or at leaſt 
permit the Affairs of his World, that the 
Proſperity and Adverſi y of it happens gene- 
rally to all Promiſcuouſly, without any viſi- 
ble Diſtinction between the Good and virtu- 
ous, and the Wicked and Impenitent; and 
ſometimes, the beſt have moſt of the AMiai- 
ons of this World, whilſt others enjoy all 
Imaginable Proſperity of it. However, all 
Men in this Life are ſubject to Sickneſſes and 


to Calumnies and Reproaches, and to many 


ſeeming Inequalities in his Providential Dif- 
penſation of things; and theſe Defects in the 


and Beneficence of the Rich. The Sick and 
C 3 Help 


} 
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Help and Compaſſion of others, and they 
an opportunity of Exerciſing thele virtues. 
. So that I ſay, Gods permitting or ordering 
ſuch Differences and Inequalities in the con- 
ditions of Men, that ſome are Rich and 
others Poor, ſome are High and Honoura- 
ble in the World, whilit others are in lower 
and meaner ſtations; Some have Health 
and Strength of Body, whilſt others are of 
Sickly and Weakly Conſtitutions : This is 
bi not through any defect of Power, or want 
1 of Love and Kindneſs to Men in God; but 
* it is for the Exerciſe of their Wiſdom and 
1 Virtue, and they who beſt ſupply theſe 
ſeeming Defects by doing the moſt Good in 
their ſeveral places and Stations, either with 
iy \_*beir Riches, or with their Parts, or with 
„ their Gifts and Graces; or with their 
i Health and Strength, and their Honeſt La- 
| bour and Induſtry, do beſt obey God, and 
ſerve the Deſigns of his Providence in thus 
ordering the ſeveral conditions of Men. 
They do that which is well pleaſing unto t 
him, eſpecially when they do it becauſe it 
is ſo, and in obedience to his Command. 
If Men did but ſeriouſly confider theſe 
things, they might in their ſeveral places and tt 
ſtations and conditions in the World, perform I at 
a very acceptable ſervice to God, at the ſame pl 
time they were doing their Duties even in C 


the moſt ordinary Affairs — "yl = pL 
7 or 


A 8 _ 
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and Happineſs of Man. 23 
for inſtance, the Poor Man that Earns his 
Living by his Daily Labour, it he lifts up 
his Heart to God, and thinks with himſelf 
that this is his Duty and Buſineſs, that the 
Providence of God hath appointed him, 
and his condition doth require, and does it 
faithfully and induſtriouſly, he then ferves 
God as well as he is helpful to others, and 
$ ſupplies his own occaſions. This is perform- 
s ing che Precept of the Apoltle, Colof 3. 22. 
t 23, and 24 verſe, Servanis obey in all things 
t our Maſters according to the Fiſh ; not wuh 
d oe ſervice as men pleaſers ; but in ſingleneſs of 
e Heart fearing God, and whatſoever ye do, do it 
n 8 heartily as unto the Lord, and not unto Men; 
h knowing that of the Lord ye ſhall receive the Re- 
ward of the Inheritance, for ye ſerve the Lord 
Cbriſt. This is alſo obſerving that other 
precept, 1 Cor. 10. 31. Whether therefore ye eat 
or drink or what(oever ye do, do all to the Glory 
15 . of God. Likewiſe the Rich when he em- 
n. ploys the Poor, it he thinks with himſelf, 
o that whatever he hath is Gods; that it is 
it diſpens t to him by his Providence; either 
by Inheritance, or by Gods Blefling upon 
ſe his Induſtry, that God requires of him 
therefore as his Duty the works of Charity 
mand Beneficence. And he will ſet and em- 
e ploy poor Men at work, or be otherwiſe 
in Charitable to them; not only for the Im- 
us provement of his Ground, the encreaſe of 
or C4 his 
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his ſtock, or his own Advantage thereby; 
or cut of vanity or vain-glory or any ſuch 
motive, but becauſe they want it, and he 
con ſpare it, and God commands it; ac- 
cording to that precept of St. Paul to Ts 
thy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. and 18 verſe, Charge tbem 
that are rich in this world, that they be net 
high-minded nor truſt in uncertain Riches ; but 
iu the Living God, who giveth us richly all things 
to enjoy; that they do good, that they be rich m 
gooa works, ready to diſtribute, willing to Com- 
municate. This is allo an obſerving that 
Command, 1 Cor, 16. 14. Let all your things 
be done with Charity, Now Charuy hath a 
reſpe& not only to our own Benefic, but 
allo to the Good of others. And therefore 
ſays the Apoſtle again, 1 Cor. 10. 24. Let no 
Man ſcek bis own, but every Man anothers 
ealth, i. e. not his own ſo as to be unjuſt 
or uncharitable to others; but the good of 
others i conjunction with, , or together 
with his own, And 'tis from this reaſon or 
mo we should endeavour to perform all 
our other Duties whatſoever to God, others, 
and our ſelves, viz. That we may do good 


to others, do that whichis for our own beſt 


Happinel; and perſection, and which is moſt 
acceptable and pleaſing unto God. Hence 


have we that Command of the Apoſtle; 


Gal. 6. Io. As we bave therefore Opportunity 
1 do good wnto a Men; eſpecialy untotbem 


2W 


who are of the houſehold of Faith. This is fo 
Genera), that no Man is exempt from our 
Charity, there is no Evaſiomof it. If it had 
been ſaid, Do Good to All, without the Diſtin- 
ction which follows (Eſpecialiy to thoſe that 
are. of the Houſehold of Faith) fome that in 
man cales would be willing enough to find 
out pretences to excuſe their Kindneſs and 
Charity to others, will be apt to {ay ; yea to 
fall ſincere Chriſtians or to Friends or 
Relations, or thoſe to whom | have been ob- 
Wiig'd, or co all that I jadge truly good and 
virtuous (as every party or ſect of Men 
would be apt to think of themſelves.) But 
the Apoſtles Injunction here prevents ſuch a 
partial interpretation; and by it is meant, 


* . 
* 


hat we are todo good to all Men as they 


bb b 

'. 

= 

are fit and capable thereof, and as we have 
i 


oy pportunity; to all, the Poor that are not 
ble to requite ue, not looking for any Re- 
Wcompence again, and where there is no 


r {Wikelihood of receiving any: To All, even 
11 0 ur enemies, when they want and ſtand in 
„ Peed of us; to ſuch as have, or perhaps 
d vill Recompence Good with Evil, Mat. 5. 
ſt 4. Io All, and therefore be ſure our Pa- 
ſt Heents or Relations, or Friends and Bene- 


actors ought not to be forgotten. All theſe 
Pre included in this Command of the Apoſtle, 
f Doing Good to All, and is meant in that 

of the Text; To All, tho chiefly Ly prin- 


cipally 


and Happineſs of Man 35 
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Influence than the other, endeavouring to 


26 Zo Do Good, the Daty 


Cipally to thoſe of the Houſehold of Faith, 
that are of a true Faith and Good Lit 
that are ſincere and upright Chriſtians. It 
is God alone that can do Good to All, 
who hath unerring Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
impartial Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs, and 
Almighty Power to effect what he pleaſeth ; 
and all that we can do, or that he expects 
from us is, according to our ſeveral Abilities, 
Capacities and Circumſtances, 

Now becauſe of the Importance of right- 
ly underſtanding this Duty, that fo we may 
the better practice it, I ſhall endeavour more 
particularly to explain it unto you, by ſhew. 
ing you, 1. The ſeveral ways there are of 
Doing Good; and 2. How or in what man- 
nerit isto be perform'd. 2 


As to the Firſt of theſe, there are theſe 
things required of us. 2 


(I.) We are to endeavour to do Good by te 
Doctrine and Precept, exhorting and encou- fa 
raging others to the practice of Vertue and t 
Goodneſs: Miniſters their People, Parents 
their Children, Maſters their Servants. =, 


(2.) Another way of doing Good, is by 4 
Life and Example, which uſually hath more i 


give them Examples of true Piety W 


and Happineſs of Man. 27 
Fear of God, of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, 
of Charity and Beneficence, of Temperance 
and Sobriety, and che like; and here I can- 
not but lament that inſtead of This, there 
2 ſhould be ſo many in the world that ſet Ex- 
| amples of almoit nothing but Vice and 
; Wickedneſs; which tends extreamly to the 
Corruption and De pravation of others, and 
W uſually does more Harm than the be ſt are 
W able to do Good; tor ſince Humane Nature 
- WE bath loſt that Original Rectitude and Righ- 

teouſneſs in which ic was created, Men are 
e infinitely more prone to follow others in 
„. evil than in Good. - 


Y | (3.) We are to a, Good to our Neigh- 
= bours, by bearing true Affection and _ 
3 one to another, and by being helpful and 
ſe beneficent to al, each one according to his 
and their Circumſtances and Abilities; 5 by 
| W paſſing by of Injuries; by Requiting Cour- 
y {Weclies; by Endeavouring co make Compen- 
u- 5 lation for wrongs ; by Doing all the Good, 
1d and no Injury as near as we can to any 
5 others. | 
5 


5 4 


F 


Ln 
A * 


(4) We are to do Good by Charity and 
Alms where there is occaſion, which is 
chiefly meant in the Text, to feed the Hun- 
ery, to give Drink to the Thirſty, to 
he Cloath che Naked, to Comfort the Afflicted, 
to 


9 a <A>. 


* 


I 
Fi 
% 

| 

| 

; 

* 

1 

4 

1 
0 

1 
by 
4 
12 
4 
4 

1 
g 

» 
1 


W 


An 
* N 


— 


OY 
WL * g % 


— — 
SIS. 25 


7 

4 

: : 

#2 \ X 0 = 
2 $f — — 
Sa T = Suit 
> 
RT > Se. * "© . 1 * 
- — = A 0 ** py 


= 
1 —— — 
* * ** — — — 
we = —_ 
1 ts. 3 
__ 


28 To Do Good, the Duty 


to ſuccour and ſupport the weak, to wiſh 
well, to pray for and deſire the Good of all 
Conditions of Men, to the Rich and to 


the Poor, to the al and to the Bodies of 
Men, 


( 5. ) Another way of FROM Good, is by 
Frizndly Reproof, and Admonition or Ad. 
vice Seaſonably and Charitably given, ei. 
ther with reference to their Religion or ſe. 
cular Affairs. 


Laſtly, by due Correction and Puniſh. 
ment of the obltinately impenitent, wicked 
and vicious, which is ſometimes as much an; 
Act of Charity as any [I have mentioned 
tending to Reform and amend them, or| 0 
keep others from following thoſe vicious 
Courles, which often lead them to Poverty 
and Shame, and to the Ruine of their Soul 
and Bodies, 1 

And for all theſe | ways of doing Good 
we have ſeveral expreſs Precepts and Com. 7 
mands in the Word of God, ſome of which = 
I have mention'd unto you; but there ae 
many others, particularly, © T Thefſ. 5. 14 5 
and 15. verſe, Now we exbort you bret hre 
Warn them that are unruly, comfort the fee 
minded, ſupport the weak, be patient towards ali 
Men ; ſee that none render evil for evil to a 
Man : but ever follow that which is good, if 
a mon 


among your ſelves and to all Men. Let every 
one of mus pleaſe his neighbour, for bis good to 
Edification, Rom. 15.2. Levit. 19. 17. Thou 
ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thy beart, thou ſhalt 
in any wiſe rebuke thy Neig bbour, and not [uffer 
Sin up in him: For be that converteth a Sinner 
from the errour of his ways ſhall ſave a Soul 
from Death, and ſhall bide @ multitude of Sins, 
James F. 20. i. e. preſerve him from going 
on in his Sins, and ſo multiply ing and en- 
creaſing them, and produce in him by the 
Grace of God true Repentance; which will 
WE allo keep him from the Eternal miſery and 

W Puniſhment of them; and we jhould abound 
Win Love one towards another and towards all 
= er, faith St. Paul. 1 Thef]. 3. 12. This us 4 
= /airbtu! ſaying (ſaith He again in the 3 chap. 
co Tites verſe 8.) and theſe things I will that 
=: hou affirm conſtantly, that they which have be- 
lived in God. might be Careful to maintain 
od works: Theſe things are good and pro- 
fitable unto Men. Theſe then are the ſeve- 
ral ways that Men have of doing Good one 
eo another; by Doctrine and Precept, by 


ich: . - | ; . 
Life and Example, by bearing true Affecti- 
are | 
n and Love one to another, by Charity 


— 


149 i 
12 nd Alms where there is occation, by 
end) Reprooft and Admonition where 


i bere wants ic, and Laſtly, by Correction 


and vicious. By the Obſgrvancg cf thefz 


VITILUCS 


nd Puniſhmenc of the obſtinately wicked 
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virtues in our ſeveral Places and Stations, we 
ſhall diſcharge a good Conſcience both to 
our ſelves and others, promote our own, 
and their trueſt Good and Happineſs ; for 
nothing does more fo, than endeavouring to 
prevent thoſe Sins and Vices, that tend to the 
their Preſent and Future Miſery and Un- 
happineſs. 


2. I am to ſhew in what manner theſe ſe. 
veral ways of doing Good are to be per: 


formed, and that ſhould be. | 
1. Univerſally ; we are not only to b 
Pious and Devout towards God]; bur juſt an © 
Charitable to Men; And we are not on 
to do good to others, in ſome of the foreh 
mentioned Inſtances; but in all of them ? 
our ſeveral places and ſtations, This wa 
the Apoſtles Prayer for the Coliſſians, Col ; 
1.9, 10. that they might be filled with i : 
Knowledge of God: Will in all Wiſdom and Sf = 
ritual underſtanding, that they mig ht walk vol O 
thy ef the Lord unto all pleaſing, being frau = 
in every good work, and encreaſing in 5 
PSAs of God. 50 he prays alſo for 0 
Philippians, Filip. 1. 10 11. that they mp. 
prove the things: that are excellent, that they ll 8 
be fimcere and without off ence "til the da) 5 
Chriſt ; A en with the fruits of Re ub 


oe, 224 lich are ly Feſws Chriſt unto the 6 


4 


. * 
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and Praiſe of God: and this ought to be our 
endeavour, The Grace of God, (laith the 
Apoſtle in the 2 chap. to Titus verle 11. and 
12) that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all 
| Men, teaching us that denying Ungodlineſi and 


Morldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, Rigbte- 
ouſly and Godly in this preſent World; by 
which the Apoſtle teacheth us; that if we 
would obtain the Salvation promiſed, we 
muſt endeavour to be impartial in our obedi. 
ence, and not allow our ſelves wilfully, habi- 
tually, or impenitently, in the breach of any 
of Gods Commands, whilſt perhaps we 
carefully obſerve others of them. 

Thus for Inſtance, we ſhould not, becauſe 
we attend upon the Publick Worſhip of 
God, hear his Word, and offer unto him 
the external Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving; think that we have done enough, if 
there be wanting true Piety and Devotion of 
mind, or we neglect to practice the vertues 
of Juſtice and Charity and Beneficence in 
our Lives and Converſations, which theſe 
ought to be a Sign of, and were Inſtituted 
by God to excite and ſtir us up unto. Nor 
ſhould we omit the ſerving of God in his 


8 Publick Worſhip, or ſhewing the External 
Signs of Reverence and Devotion there,upon 
pretence that we ferve him with our Hearts 
and Minds, and perform ſeveral other virtues 
in our Lives; for then we neglect that Ex 

ternal 
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ternal Worſhip and Honour that we owe 
Him, and which if truly and conſcientiouſly, ' 


Reverently and Devoutly perform'd, is a ve. 


ry probable figa of ſome Good in Men 


and alſo a proper means co nouriſh and 
Frengthen them in all virtue and Goodnels, Wl * 
Hence are we commanded; 1 Cor. g © 
to Glorify God bb in our Bodies, and in au 
Spirits or Souls which are Gods, They ſhould ! 
not be Separated. Further, tho we ſhould 
have the dincereſt Piety to God, bur ye 
cheriſh Pride or Envy, or Hatred or unchaill 7 
ritableneſs in our Hearts towards our Neigh- b 
bours ; or if we be very careful in the work © 
ol Charity and Beneticence to others, and 6 
in the mean time negli ect our Duty co God 
are -Impious and unjuſt co him, by living P 
in Sin and Wickedneſb im penitently, we can F 
not be truly faid ro perform that good 
which is ſaid in the Text to be acceprabk r 
and well-plealing unto God. Tho indeet Fa 
where there is true Piety to God, tis gene F 
rally accompanied with the moſt Since gl 
and Hearty Love i: Man; and thats any ©: 
the Beſt and moſt lafting Charity and Rino 
neſs which is ounded upon Piety to Goof 7 
and when ve perform che ſeveral duties , x; 
doing Good to others, not only from a c pe 
rain Benignity and Goodneſs of Tempe of 
but from a Principle of Love to God, un 


obedu nce co his Commands If Men b 
ver! 


„ | 
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very negligent in the Performance of eithe 
of theſe Duties, it is much to be feare 
they are Sincete and Hearty in neither; 


; therefore we ſhould with the Apoſtle, 4#; 
. 16, endeavour to have Conſcience: void of 


offence towards God and towards Men, to add to 
our Faith virtue; and to virtue Knowledge, and 
to Knowledge Temperance ; and to Temperance 
patience, and to patience Godlineſs; and to God- 
line{s Brotherly Kindneſs, and to Brotherly Rind- 
neſs Charity, For if theſe things be in you 
and abound, they, make that ye ſhall neither 
be barren nor unfruitful in the Knowledge 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 2 Pet. 1 chap. F, 
6. 7, and 8 verſe. © 

2. We are not only to be Univerſal in the 
performance of that Good, which is here 
required of us, but alſo to be Sincere and 
Hearty therein, not as pleaſing Men but God 
which trieth the Heart, 1 The{/. 2. 4. not like 
the Phariſees that Boaſted of their Good 
works, of their Alms and Charity, of their 
Faſting and Praying, who did all for Oſten- 
tation and to be ſeen of Men. They thought 
ſurely they ſhould enter into Heaven, and 
what they did was well pleaſing unto God. 
But Alas What was all this in Gods 
Eſteem? He looks moſtly at the Heart in the 
performance of theſe Duties, and whatever 
of them proceeds from an inſincere or an 
unrenewed Heart, from Pride and Vain- 


glory 
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to cruſt to the merit of their own, good 


on of mind. Let every one as he is able by 
any of the foreniention'd ways of Doctrine 
. or P 


cere and upright mind, looking only at God 
-Bereficent and the pleaſing of God. And 


he ſhall then have together with ic the moſt 
ſerene peace and Satisfaction of Conſcience, 


75 Do Good, the Duty 
lory or the like, are not truly acceptable un- 
2 Him; They may 30 me Good, and be 
Beneficial to others, but they loſe the Re- 
ward of them themſelves. But let not Men 
ſor this Reaſon, that are capable of do- 
ing Good by the Works of Charity or 
Beneficence (as all Men almoſt ate 
more or leſs) for fear they ſhould be thought 


works, or to do them out of Vain-glery, 
therefore not do them at all ; but endes. 
vour to perform them with due Qualificati | 


. 
> aS— n 1 


Precept, of Charity and Alms, and all 
the Offices of kindneſs and beneficence that 
Men owe to one another,do them with a Sin- 


Glory and the Good of others; the being 


and a Comfortable expectation of a Happy 
and a glorious Immortality: for tis Sincerity 
that God Requires and Loves, both in tho 
Duties which immediately reſpect Himſell 
and in thoſe which he hath Commanded u 
to perform towards others. (I.) Wich Re. 
ference to Himſelf, the Love of God and 
Piety to him,ſhould be always accompanied 
with a Sincere deſire of keeping his Com- 

mandmentj 
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mändments, nay wich a Joy and Delight in 
it: There ſhould be a Love and liking there. 
of in our Souls, a Conformity as it were be- 
twixt the Commands of God and the 
Affections of the Heart. Thus is it explain d 
by David, Pſal. 40. 8. I Deligbt to do ti 
will, O 'my God, yea thy Law i "within my 
Heart ; and Solomon adviſeth us, Prov. 4. 23. 
to ktep of Heart with all diligence for aut F it 
are the Iſues of Life; from the want of this, 
as our Saviour {; 4s, Mat. 15. 17. proceed evil 
thoights, Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, 
Thefts, falſe witwe(s, Blaſpbemies; but a Sin- 
cefe Heart tends very much to keep us from 
all thoſe things that offend and diſpteaſe 
God, and alſo to perform all our Religious 
Duties, ſo as may be moſt pleaſing and a 
table unto him. (2.) God allo Requires 
Sincerity in all thoſe (ſeveral Duties before» 
mentioned, which he requires us to perſorm 
towards others, of Charity and Beneficetice 
and ttie like; that we not only perform theſe 
Duties, but that we do them Heartily and 
ſincerely. Thoſe External and tranfient Actions 
of virtue that tend to promote the Good and 
Happineſs of our Neighbours, are Signs of 
Mens Religion to the World; and we 
ought to look upon ſuch to be fo. But that 
every Man may fatisfy himſelf of his own 
Sincericy, we- ſhould conſider with what 
temper of Mind w_ Soul we perform all 

2 our 
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36 To Do Good, the Duty 
our Actions; which is excellently deſcribed 


fereth long and u kind, Charity envieth not; 


is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil. Rejoy- 


pineſs of all others; that the Rich may 


contribute to their beſt Happineſs here in 


' hath endued with Parts or Wiſdom would 


el ves of it, or be Quarrelſome and Conten- 


„„ — — > a 
— « - — * 


to us, 1 Cor. 13. 4, 5, 6, 7. verſe, Charity ſuf- 


Charity vanteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth 
not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh not ber own, 


ceth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth; | 
beareth all things, believeth all things, bopeth al 
things, endureth all things. We ſhould always 
l 
\ 


endeavour that our Heartsgo along with our 
external Actions, that they be not done out 


of vain-glory, to have the good Opini- 


on, or the Praiſe of Men, or to pleale . 
our ſelves only; that this be not the Motive 


thereunto, but from a Sincere and earneſt f 
deſire of their Good and welfare: We are . 
moſt ſincerely to wiſh the Good and Hap- I , 


have a true lively ſenſe in their Souls of the .. 
Goodneſs of God in whatſoever he beſtows i e 
upon them, be charitable and beneficent WW 5 
with them, and ſo enjoy them as may moſt 


this World, and to their Everlaſting Felicity 
hereafter in Heaven ; that thoſe whom God 


uſe them.to his Glory and Honour from 
whom they receiv'd them; that thoſe that 
bave Health and Strength of Body maj 
make a Good uſe thereof, not boaſt them: 


tious 
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tious there with; that thoſe who are ſick and 
weakly may be patient and content with 
their condition, and refign'd to the will of 
God ; that thoſe who are ſincerely Good, 
may yet grow in Grace, and add virtue to 
virtue; and that the wicked and vicious 
may repent of, and forſike their Sins, and 
become good and virtuous ; and that all 
Men may live comfortably, charitably, and 
beneficently one with another; bur above all, 
we ſhould wiſh their Everlaſting Happineſs 
inthe Kingdom of Heaven; to which indeed 
the Practice of theſe virtues, with the Ap- 
plication of the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, for 


| the pardon of their Imperfections, do moſt 
| effetually contribute. All theſe things 


we ought to wiſh, endeavour, and deſire 


to all others, according to their ſeveral Cir- 


cumſtances, and our Ability, and all thoſe 
external Actions, that contribute thereunto 
ſhould be done for this end; or elſe they 
lole much of their eſteem in Gods Account: 
and for this we have the Example of the 
Apoſtle in the forecited, 1 Chap. to the 


| Philip. 10, 1 1. verſe, who tells us allo, 1 Tim. 


I. 5. that the end of the Commandment is Cha- 
rity, out of @ pure art and of a good Con. 
ſcience, and of Faith unfergned. This confirms 
what I have ſaid, that Sincerity of Heart, 
is that which is required of God in obedience 
to his Commands; and in the Pertormance 
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45 


of good and virtuous Actions, and which 
renders them the moſt acceptable unto him; 
and this is a Fulfilling theſe exhortations, 
Rom, 12. 9. Let Love be without Diſſimul ation, 
and 1 Jobn 3. 18. Let us not Love in words, 
neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 

3- In endeavouring to be or do Good, 
we ſhould do it ſeaſonably, Eccleſ. 12. 1. Re. 
member now thy Creator inthe Days of thy Youth, 
while the evil Days come not, nor the Years draw 
nigh when thou ſhalt ſay 1 have no pleaſure in 
them: we ſhould begin to be Religious as 
ſoon as may be, and not drive off our 
greateſt concern, the ſecuting our Eternal 
Salvation to the laſt; bad cuſtoms and evi 
habits will grow inveterate in time; and it 
will be infinitely hard and difficult to reform | 
and amend, to forſake and abandon thole 
evil courſes of Sia and Wickedneſs, which 
it were eaſie enough by the Grace of God 
and our own endeavours to prevent at firlt, 
We ſhould learn to govern and cortect out 
corrupt and evil paſſions and Inclinations 
betimes. When we find there are beginning 
to bud in us the Paſſions of Anger, or En. 
vy, or Malice, or any other vice, we ſhould 
not indulge them, but reſtrain them; lealt 
in the following parts of our. Lives the) 
ſhould produce in us Hatred and Enmity and 
Strife and Contention, and be an occaſion 
of many evils and miſchiefs. And thoſe rhat 

| wal — 
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are engag'd. in any ſinful courſes ſhould not 
defer to Repent of, and forſake them whilſt 
they have Health and Strength,and leaſt they 
have not time and ſpace hereafter to do it, 
leaſt God ſhould withdraw his Grace, and 
the Motions of his Holy Spiric, that often 
ſolicites them thereunto; and ſo their 
Hearts become hardned through the Deceit- 
ſulneſs of Sin : So likewiſe we ſhould begin 
to do good betimes, accuſtom our ſelves to 
a certain Goodneſs and benignity of Temper, 
that may grow up and increaſe with us, as 
we encreaſe in Years; and diſpoſe us to all 
the foremention'd Duties and Offices of 
Charity and Kindneſs, the ſeveral ways of 
doing Good that I have mention'd unto you ; 


that fo we may always practice the Advice 
| of the wiſe Man, Prov. 3. 27. Withold not 


Good from them to whom it is due, when it u 
in the power of thine band to do it. Let us not 
promiſe our ſelves that we will do this or 
that, or the other good thing hereafter ; 
whether it be the forſaking of Sin, or the 
performing ſome good and virtuous actions 

of Charity and Beneficence to others; but 


let us do ic whilſt we have time and oppor- 


tunity, for our lives are very uncertain, 
and fo are allo the Tempers and Inclinations 
of Mens Souls. They may not have time, 
or they may not have hearts to do hereafter, 
what they may promiſe or deſign todo at 

D 4 preſent 


* 
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preſent. If we would perform then this 


Duty of doing Good as we ought, we 


ſhould take all opportunities of doing it 
according to our ſeveral places and ſtations, 
Abilities, and Circumſtances in the World, 
and that's the doing of it ſeaſonably. 

4. We ſhould endeavour to do Good with 
conſtancy and perſeverance, Gal. 6. 9. Lt 
us not be weary in well doing, for in due Seaſon 
we ſhall reap if we faint not. "Tis o them, 


.who by patient Continuauce in well-diing ſeek 


for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality ; that 
God hath promiſed to give Eternal Life 


Kom. 2.7. Having therefore theſe promiſes, 


dearly beloved, let us cleanſe our ſelves from all 


filthineſs of the Fl:ſh and Spirit, perfecting Ho. 


lineſs in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1- Heb. 
10. 24. Let w conſider one another to provoke 
unto Love and to Good works, i. e. Ule all fit 
occaſions and opportunities of doing Good, 
to our Friends and to our Enemies; to the 
Souls, and to the Bodies of Men, and let 


this be the conſtant Temper and Inclination 


of our Souls. Thus have I ſhewn how or in 
what manner this Duty of doing Good is 


to be pertorm'd. 1. We are to endeavour 


after all the foremention'd ſorts of Good, 
2. We ſhauld be Sincere and Hearty therein, 
3. We ſhould endeavour to do Good ſeafo- 
nably, ta begin betimes to be truly Religious, 


and not to deter and delay our A 
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And Laftly, we are to endeavour to do 
Good with conſtancy and 
ſupplying our Defe&s by Faith and Repen- 
tance, and Relying upon the Merits of 
Chriſt for the Pardon of our Imperfecti- 
ons. 


perſeverance; 


c—__— „ me 


CHAP. III. 


Propofing ſeveral conſiderations, which 


may ſerve as ſo many Motrues or 
Reaſons to excite, or ſtir us up to the 
Praftice of this Duty. 1. Motive, by 
conſider ing that it is the main and mot 
Subſtantial part of Religion, and indeed 
the great End and Deſign of it. 2. 
Metive by confidering that our ſelves 
and all we have are God's. 3. Motive, 
by conſidering that it is the beſt uſe we 
can make of the Good things of this 
World. 


J Am Thirdly to give you ſome conſide- 
rations, which may ſerve as ſo many 
Motives or Reaſons, to excite and ſhir you 


vp to the Practice of this Duty. 


1. The 
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1. The Firſt Motive to this Duty of doing 
Good is by conſidering, that it is the main 
and moſt Subſtantial part of Religion, and 
indeed the great End and Deſign of it 
Tho there are other ways of appearing 
Chriſtians, ſuch as being Baptized into the 
Chriſtian Faith, Frequenting the Publick 
Worſhip of God, and Receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lords Supper, all which are 
Good and neceſſary Duties; yet the virtues 
that proceed from thence in Mens lives and 
converſations , do beſt ſhew that they are 
truly and really ſo; when they truly Re- 
pent them of their Sins, and ſincerely en- 
deayour to obey the Commands of Chriſt: 
When oy have ſuch a Faith as worketh by 
Love, and produceth in them Piety to God, 
and Charity to Men in the ſeveral Inſtance: 
that I have mention'd unto you, if ye be 
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Sons of God indeed. And if any Man have 
not the Spirit of oo be is none of bu, Rom. 
8. 9. and the Apoſtle tells us what that is, t. 
Gal. 5. 22, 23. the fruit of the Spirit ii Low, c 
Jer, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goa | 
neſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance, and th 

like. Nay, we are told in the 14th and 1th 
ver. of that Chap. that all the Law is Fulfilled 
in one Word, even in this, Thow ſhalt low 
thy Neigbbour as thy ſelf.; but if ye bite and 
deyour one another, 5. e. be quarre 


—— 
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| Goodneſs towards us. 
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and contentious one with another, take 
heed, that ye be not conſumed one of 
another. 

But ſome will ſay, we are not under the 
Law, we are not under the Covenant of 
works but of Grace; Tis true, we are not 
under the Law as given irom God by Moſes ; 
nor are we under the Law that Requires Per- 
fet and unerring obedience , but we are 
under the Law or Diſpenſation of the Gol- 
pel, that accepts of Sincere and Hearty obe- 
dience to it's Commands and Precepts : 
and this Chriſt expects from us, and chat 
we ſhould not be falſe and Hypocricical in 
his Service, and excuſe cur ſelves from be- 
ing Pious and Religious, juſt and chari- 


| table, from endeavouring to be good and 


victuous our ſelves, and to do Good to one 
another,becauſe God in Chriſt is ſo Good to 
us. This is to pervert his favours and neg- 
le& his Kindneſs, which was not to encou- 
rage us to Sin, but to engage us to Repen- 
tance; becauſe he hath aſſured us ot ac- 
Ceptance, and hath laid a turther obligation 
vpon, us to be good and virtuous from his 
Yet notwithitanding 
all that he hath done for us, the Apoſtle 
gives us this caution, Gal. 6, 7, 8, Be wot de- 
ceived for God c not mocked; for whatſoever a 
Man ſoweth that (hall be alſo reap; for be that 
ſoweth to his Fleſh ſhall of the fleſh reap 1 

ut 
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44 To Do Good, the Duty 


but be that ſoweth to the Spirit (hall of the Spirit I 
reap Life everlaſting. By the Similitude of il © 
ſowing we are to underſtand the general 2 
courſe of our Lives and Actions, as here and q 
there a good Action in the Lives of Men, | 
does not denominate them good and virtu. g 
ous ; but the general Temper and Inclina. © 
tion of their Souls to that which is Good: A 


So neither do ſome failings and imperfecti. 
ons 1n Mens obedience,render them bad and T 
vicious, but the bent and Inclination of 

their Souls to Sin and wickedneſs ; when i 
they love and delight in it, and live habi- l 
tually and impenitently in the Commiſſion of P 
it. By the Sowing to the Fleſh then is meant, : 
the following our corrupt Paſſions and 


Affe ctions, and what we ſhall reap from ſl ** 
thence is diſorder and diſquiet, hatied and 1 
enmity, ſtrife and contention in this world, 
and hereafter the Miſeries and Torment 4 
of Hell. By Sowing to the Spirit we are to , 
underſtand, the Directing our Lives and WF 
Actions by the word of God, which was 8 
dictated by his Spirit, and the obeying the 


Motions of his Grace and Holy Spirit in our 
Hearts, and we may be ſaid to do this, when A 
we perform the virtues of Piety and Chari WW ii 
ty and beneficence in our ſeveral places and I p 
ſtations ; and that which we ſhall reap from , 
thence is the Favour of God, Love and A- 


mity one amongſt another, the Peace and 
| Satis 


and Happineſs of Man, 45 
Satisfaction of our own Conſciences here, 
and the Joys and Happinels of Heaven here- 
alter. a | 

The end even of Humane Laws is, or 
ſhould be, the Good and Happineſs of Men, 
that they might live in Love and Charity, 
that there ſhould be concord and good Agree- 
ment one amongſt another, and to prevent 
all Fraud and Deceit as much as may be; 
and therefore much more is it fo of Gods 
Laws, and this Command in my Text to do 
Good proceeding from Love to God and Men, 
would better effect this than all Humane 
Laws whatſoever. Thoſe Reſpect only the 
External Actions, they cannot change the 
Hearts of Men; they may lay a Reſtraint 


upon them, and keep them from wronging 


and injuring one another in their outward 
Actions ſor tear af puniſhment, but cannot 
produce true Love and Kindneſs in Men one 
towards another. Whereas this is that 
which Chriſt chiefly Commands us, and that 
all our External Actions ſhould proceed 
from, to render them che moſt acceptable 
unto God, * 
ihis would not only hinder the outward 


Actions of Fraud and injury, and Quarrel- 


ling and contention; but reſtrain che very 
Paſſions and Inclinations of our Souls from 
Anger, or Envy, or Hatred, or Malice 
and produce in us the molt Sincere and 

Hearty 
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16 To Do Gol, the Daty 
Hearty Affection and Kindneſs, and there 
fore che Apoſtle ſays, Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10. ver 
He that loveth another (hath Fulfilled the Law, 
for this thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, thu 
ſhalt not Kill, thou ſhalt vot ſteal, thou ſhalt 1 
bear falſe witneſs, thou ſhalt not covet : ani 
if there be any other Commandmem it is brith 
comprebended in this ſaying, namely, thou ſhal 


love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Love workett 


no ill to his Neighbour, i. e. does nor þ 
much as deſign or intend any; entertain: 
no envigus or malicious thoughts in his mind 
towards others; therefore Love i the ful 


filing of the Law, it accompliſheth all thek 
ends which were indeed defigned by the Law. 


This then is the firſt Motive to excite us 
this Duty of doing Good, by confidering, 


that it is the main and moſt ſubſtantial par 


of Religion ; and indeed the great End and 
Deſign of ir. 


2. Another Motive to the doing Good, i 


by conſidering that our ſelves and all vt 
have are Gods. He is our Almighty Cres 


tor, we are his Creatures and depend upon 
him, for Life and Breath, and all thing 
He preſerves them to us, and conſtant 
Renews his Bleflings and Favours towards u 
The Air we breath, the Sun and Stars which 
—ͤ— us their Light and Influence are all bi 


toductions, have their Subſiffence by bi 
Powe! 


and Happineſs of Man. 47 


re power, and are Subject to his Diſpofal. 


rer Tis God that gives us all things, liberally or 
1», competently to enjoy, and to be uſed to his 
by Glory and Honour: 'tis he that gives us our 
"«Mloheritances, or bleſſeth our Labour and 
4% lnduſtry, and expects the return of Grati- 
de and Thankfulnefs for it; and there- 
fore Moſes gives this caution , Deut. 8. 12, 
13, 14, 17. and 18. ver. when thou baſt eaten 
and art full, and haſt built goodly Houſes and 
dwelt therein, and when thy Herds and thy 
Flocks multiply, and thy Silver and thy Gold # 
multiplied ; beware that thine Heart be not I 
ted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, &. 


might of my hand bave gotten me this wealth : 
but thou (halt remember the Lord thy God, for 
it u be that giveth tbee power to get wealth. All 
Men ſhould look upon themſelves to be but 
his Stewards, who muſt at laſt give him an 
account of what he affords them, and that 
|. iff after they have latisfied their Neceſſities, 
wlll lupply'd their Reaſonable Occaſions, and 
ter competently provided for their Families, 
pon are obliged to be Diffuſive and Communica- 
ng five wich what they have, Charitable and 
al Beneficenc to others; all che Equity in the 
zu World requireth this, as well as it is ex- 
wich pected from us by God, and Commanded 
Aba by him, as in many others places, fo in that 
büßt of my Text, Te do good, and to Communicate 
wer, forget 


and thou ſay in thine heart, my power and the 
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48 To Do Good, the Duty 


forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God is wel 
pleaſed, and what he is well-pleaſed with, we 
moſt certainly ought to endeavour after, and 
where there are the greate!t obligations to 
obey, tis the greateſt Ingratitude not to do 
it. I will Illuſtrate this to you by a Familiar 
inſtance ; ſuppoſe a Man hath conferrd upon 
him the moſt valuable Bleſſings and Favours 
by another, is redeem'd from the greatel! 
miſery, enjoys a Plentiſul or Competent 
Proviſion of the good things of this World, 
from his Bounty and Beneficence, and he 
that beſtows all this ſhould make it his Re 
queſt or his Command to beſtow ſome lixtl 
of that plenty he enjoys, for the Relief d 
the Neceſſities or Conveniencies of other 
towards whom he hath not diſpenc't ſo much; 
ſuppoſe he ſhould urge this, by the mol 
earneſt Entreaties and Importunities, would 
it not be a moſt Ungrateful thing to den 
ſo Reaſonable a Requeſt : Now the Caſe i 
not unlike between God and us. Tis be 
that beſtows all good things upon us; what 
ever we enjoy comes from his Bounty and 
Goodneſs ; he gives to all Men Life and 
Being, Health and Strength, Riches d 


Competency, as ſeems beſt to his infini 


Wiſdom : and he gives theſe Exte nal Blel 
ſings to us, (whilſt others have only what 
may ſupply their Conveniencies and Neceſſe 
ties, and lome want even that)that we hou 


3 


appineſs of Man. 


wm * 


— e * 
* * 
7 8 = 


Farther he hath Redeem'd us from Everlaſt- 
ing Miſery, to which we were Obnoxious, 
and put us into a Capacity of obtaining the 
greateſt Happineſs and Felicity ; chrough 
the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, by Faich in him, 
and ſincere obedience to his Commands. 
We are miſerable and worthleſs Creatures, 
horn in a condition of Sin and Corruption, 
by the Reflection of our firſt Parents, to 
which we have added many actual Tran- 
ſgreſſions, have many Defects and Imperfecti- 
ons, and can hope ſor nothing from God, upon 
the account of our Merits or Deſerts, much 
eſs ſuch invaluable bleſſings as he hath pro- 
miſed by Cbriſt. It muſt all come then 
from his bounty and goodneſs, and with- 
out his Mercies 'and Favours, we ſhould be 
ererlaſtingly Miſerable. Now nothing is 
more congruous and agreeable to Reaſon, 
then that we ſhould be as willing and ready 
to thew Mercy, and confer Kindneſſes upon 
others, as to expect them our ſelves: There 
are none, even thoſe who have the moſt of 
this World, but in many things wane the 
belp and Aſſiſtance of others: There are 
none ſo abſolute and Independent, whoſe 
cogdition does not ſometimes require this; 


all Men want it and ſhould confer it thougi 


in different ways. Humane Society could 
E nas 


| | 45 
be Charitable and Beneficient to others with 
them, according to our ſeveral Abilities?) 
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46 To Do Good, the Duty 


not ſubſiſt without the mutual and Recipro- 
cal Offices of Charity and Kindneſs. i 
that which Men generally expect from one 
another, tis moſt agrezable io Reaſon, and 
allo to that command of our Saviour, Mat, 
7. 12. Whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even ſo to them. Further yet, 
Charity and Beneficence to others in our 
ſeveral places and ſtations, and according to 
our ſeveral Abilities, is not only equitable but 
juſt, and the not doing of it is an Injury or 


Sin: Tis obſerv'd by ſome Learned Men, 


that in the Original, the virtue of Charity 
and Beneficence is called Juſtice or Righte- 
ouſneſs, and is accordingly , frequently 
ſo rendred by the Septuagint, as in P/al, 
112. 6. The Righteous ſhall be had in Ewerlafe- 
ing Remembrance; and Prov. 10. 2. Treaſure 
of wickedneſs profit nothing but Righteouſneſs 
delwyereth from Death, i. e. Charity and Be. 
neficence and whatſoever we do in this 
kind, ſhould be done with ſincerity and in- 
tegrity, becauſe we would have others Sin- 
cere and Hearty unto us. Humane Laws 
indeed do not ſo much Regard the Heart 
and Afſections of Men in the Duties that 
they oblige to; the End of thoſe being to 
preſerve Men within the bounds of Juſtice, 
and to keep them from doing injuries to one 
another, But in the Law of God, the not 


doing Kindneſſes to one another, the not 
| being 


and Happineſs of Man. 47 
being Charitable and Loving is counted in- 
juſtice; owe no Man any thing but to Love one 
another (lays the Apeſtle, Rom. 13: 8.) im- 
plying, that in the Scripture ſenſe, Love 
and Charity is a Debt which all Men owe 
one to another, and the not doing it, is in- 
juſtice, i. e. by ws endeavouring to do 


good in lome meaſure and degree according 
to our ſeveral Abilities; we are unjuſt to 
God by Diſobedience to his Command, 
from whom we receive all good things; to 
others to whom all offices of Charity and 
kindnels are due; and to our ſelves too,; 
becauſe we do not that which tends to our 
belt Happineſs and Perfection in this very 
imperte& Life, and thereby alſo lay up for 
our ſelves treaſures in Heaven. 

Not to do this according to our ſeveral 
places and ſtations, Circumſtances and A- 
bilities in the World, is to fruſtrate the De- 
lign of God, in beſtowing ſo liberally upon 
ſome, and expoſing others to wants and ne- 
celfities, and to abuſe the gifts of Provi- 
dence, whoſe Intention it is (as hath been 
already obſerv'd) that the wants of ſome 
ſhould be ſupplyed by the Abundance of 
others: Not that the Poor can challenge 
this from the Rich, ſince Laws have deter- 
mined every Mans property, but that Con- 
cience and Equity obliges to it, as well as 
th? Command of God; not that I think 
E 2 any 
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48 To Do Good, the Duty 


any Man is oblig'd to be ſo Diffuſive and 
Communicative to ochers, as to give away 


his eſtate in Charitable uſes, nor do I ſup- 


pole that there ſhould be an equality 
amongſt Men in the Enjoyment of the good 
things of this World, this would diſſolve 
all Government, and produce nothing but 
Anarchy and contuſion amongſt Men, which 
is altogether inconſiſtent with their good 
and Happineſs. But this is what I think js 
required of all, that every Man ſhould con- 
tribute ſuch a Reaſonable Proportion towards 
the Relief of the Poor, either of his Relati- 
ons, or thoſe of his Neighbourhood, whom 
he may obſerve to have occaſion for it 
which if generally obſerv'd according to 
every Mans Ability and Capacity of doing 
Good, would effectually relieve all the real 
wants and neceſſities of Mankind: Ii 
not enough for any Man to ſay, the Laws 
make Proviſion for the Poor, and I give my 
proportion thereunto ; for there may be 
others that a Charitable Man may obſerve 
to want Relief and Support, thar the Law 
make no Proviſion for; nor is ic any jul 
excuſe to ſay, that ſuch or ſuch an one tha 
is Richer then I, does not do it; for 
not what others do, but what is fit and Res 
tonable to be done in my Circumſtances 
and what the word of God Commands, that 


is to be the Rule and Guide of my Lit 
and 


and Happineſs of Man. 49 
and Actions: and there we are command- 
ed to be ready ro diſtribute, willing to com- 
municate, and told, that be that ſoweth ſpa- 
ringly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly, and he that /ow- 
eth bountifuily ſhall reap alſo bountifully : He 
ſhall have the greater Satisfaction in him- 
ſelf, and receive che greater Reward from 
God, who ſees his Chari'y, and is infinitely 
pleas'd wich the Reflections of his own 
bounty and gor-dnels in Men towards one 
another. This then is another Motive or 
Argument to exgite Men to the doing Grod, 
becauſe our ſelves and all that we can poſſi- 
bly enjoy in this world are Gods gifs, and 
he requires it, and is infinitely pleated with 
it. And therefore 

3. Let us conſider that 'tis the beſt uſe 
we can make ot the good things of this 
World. 

This is the very end of all the Bleſſings, 
and the ſeveral Gifts and Graces that God 
hath diſperſedly beſtow'd among che Sons of 
Men; to ſome he hath given Power and 
Honour, to others Wealth and Riches, ar 
Comperency ; to others Health and 
Strength; to ſome he hath given Wit and 
Parts; to others Grace and Virtue , iſdom 


and Prudence: theſis are all hired 
amongſt Men, as ſeems beſt ro the fte 
Wiſdom and Gcodnels oi God. Some 


have many of theſe good things, others 
E 3 fewer, 
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50 To Do Good, the Duty 
fewer, ſome one, and ſome another of 
them, and each one as God is pleaſ d to 
beſtow upon him. Theſe are ſeveral Ta. 
lents committed by God to every Mans 
cruſt, as is Repreſented by our Saviour in 
the Parable of the Talents, St Mat. 25. v. 
14. Which are to be uſed to the Glory of 
God, the Good of others, and our own 
everlaſting Happineſs; or elſe as they do 
encreale our obligations at preſent, fo will 
they augment our puniſhment hereafter, for 
we aro told at laſt wer. 46. that thoſe that 
do not endeavour to do fo, that are not fen- 
ſible of his Gifis and Graces to them, of his 
bounty and favours towards them , that 
thank him not for them, or return him not 
at leaſt ſincere (tho Imperfe&t) obedience 

i to his commands and precepts ; that thele 
4 thall go away into ewerlaſeing puniſhment, but 
the Righteous into Life Eternal. There is no 
'* Man but hath ſome talent or other commit- 
8 ted to his charge by God for the Good ol 
3 others; no Man is born for himſelf alone: 
it Every one ſhould in his place or ſtation be 
1 ſome way or other Beneficial unto others. 
1306 This is Repreſented to us by a Compariſon, 
181 1 Cor. 12.12. that as the Body conſiſts of 
BY divers Members differing and diftin& the 
| one from the other, and every one hath its 
16 proper uſe and contributes to the Ornament 
. or well being and Happineſs of the 5 
; 6: on 4 e 
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and Happineſs of Man. SI 
ſo do the Good uſe of gifts and graces, whe- 
ther Spiritual or Temporal ; for as the A- 
poſtle ſays in that Chapter, ro one is given 
by the Spirit the word of Wiſdom, to another the 
word of Knowledge, to another Faith, and 10 
he reckons up many other Gifts and Gra- 
ces; which are to be uſed for the edificati- 
on of the Church, which is the Body of 
Chriſt; fo allo I may ſay, God giveth to 
one Man Honour, to another Riches, to 
ano her Wiſdom and Prudence, which are 
all to be uſed to the Good of others, accord- 
ing to each Mans Ability, and as other oc- 
caſions do require. And this not only the 
words of the Apoſtle, but the voice of the 
whole Creation may admoniſh us of; the 
Clouds that are filled with Rain fend down 
their gentle and refreſhing ſhowres to moi- 
ften the Earth and render it fruitful; the 
Earth puts forth it ſelf to yield all things that 
are requiſite for the ſervice and uſe of Men. 


All things as it were obey this precept of 


the Text and do good in their ways, and 
mall Man that enjoys ſo many Bleſſings and 
Favours from God, not endeavour to do 
Good in his? every one according to the 
ſeveral Talents that God hath entruſted him 
with. This then is another Reaſon for, and 
ſhould be a Motive to excite us to this Duty, 
becauſe *cis the beſt uſe we can make of the 

E 4 gocd 


2 
* 


* 
3 ES -' 
-—-* = 
«a ” a 


— 
— 


r 
— -- _- 


o "30 * 1 
a 2* 7 % * _—_ Sr % 
© AE, far, 3 * 


to 


'F7 4 
— — - 


- af 

$- 4x WO er FF 8 # OI go * 2 _ Pai 3 p . 2 3 « _— l 9, AS; L 
oe LO e toe RS 

| | * > . N ; 2 . - x 2 - * EY | ww - {= 


— - 
pm - 


—— 
5 * 


w © - - 
l 


r 


— — TI—_ — — 
F * - 9 — 5 — a _ 
——ů — — — — — 2 N - 22 . hk rg we F = Tc a 
— ems SA. a Fare + — . _- ©. - —— : , a p K * 
5 "7 2 — - * 2 k Ill . K 8 T7 4 - 
. RJ C . r - = Rado” 
* . — & — _ — — . C. þ » - . — 3 4 5 I _ 2 -_ FY "== ö — 6 — p 2 * ö e N L - 
= : 5 * , * 7 - _ * LY —_—— - % as N o — — 
4 N | >» b N * * „ 
a | £ 2 3 8 ang, a "IM" 
n 1 þ4 " . N * e _ . 
Y 6 


n 


13 
* T * -» < _ —-— E " -— | =. 2 o 2 
_ .. > 
* — Coke 


' 
* 
þ 
. 
in 
4 


— — — — 


— - * * 
* Y — r 5 — 
„„ 
a * , \ "> y* "x. *— 4 * % 
= "> * — a — o 
- _ Y - W- SY = 
_ - - * — ws. + . — — — —V — 
. — * my 1 


. 
9 


52 To Do Good, tbe Duty © 
good things of this World, and is the very 


end of all the Gifts and Graces that God 
beſtows upon Men. 
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Motive the qth is to conſider what excel. 
lent Examples we have to follow, (l.) 
Nothing is more agreeable to Gods Na- 
ture than Beneficence. It is in ſome 
fort a Conformity to God bimſelf. (.) 
'Tis a following the Example of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. This 
explain d by anſwering an objection a- 
gainſt the Preſumption and Impeſſibility 
of it. (3.) we have for this the Ex. 
amples of the beft Men in all Ages of 
the World. 


FT Ourthly, let us conſider what excellent 
Examples we have to follow. 


Cx.) Nothing is more agreeable to Gods 
Nature than Beneficence, it is in ſome ſor 
a Conformity to God himſelf, and we are 
commanded to be Followers of God, Epb. F. 1: 
i.e. As he is the Fountain of all Goodneh, 
and Communicates thereof to the whole Cre- 

ation, 
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- and Happineſs of Man. 53 
ation, as ſeems beſt co his infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and hath laid his commands 
upon us to do good allo, according to our 
ſeveral Abilities and Capacities ; ſo we oughe 
ſincerely to endeavour after it, by the 
Practice of thoſe virtues he requires of us. 
The Goodneſs of God we find deſcribed 
to us in many places of Scripture, particular- 
ly in P/al. 145. ver. the 8, 9, 15. and 16. the 
Lord us Gracious and full of Compaſſion flow to 
anger, and of great Mercy the Leord 15 Good to all, 
and his tender Mercies are over all bis works. 
The Eyes of all wait apon thee and thou giveſt 
them their meat in due ſeaſon, thou openeſt thine 
band, and ſatisfieſt the Deſire of every living 
thing : as there is nothing out of the Reach 
of his Providence, fo there is nothing below 
his care, the Creation and Preſervation of 
all things, the being and ſubſiſtence of eve 
ry thing, are viſible Monuments of his 
Wiſdom and Power and Goodnets : even 
all Men in ſome degree or other partake 
thereof, He maketh his Sun to riſe on the 
Evil and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain on 
the juſt and on the unjuſt, and this is made 
ule of by our Saviour, Mat. 5. 44, 45. as an 
argument why we ſhould endeavour to do 
good to all. Bat I ſay unte you Love your 
Enemies, bleſ; them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that de- 


ſpicef»lly uſe you and perſecate you, that ye _ 
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54 To Do Good, the Daty © 


be the Children of your Father which is in Hig 
ven, &c. Now by this is not meant, that 
we ſhould bear the ſame degree of Affection 
to all, to our Enemies as to our Friends; 
but that we ſhould not hate chem, or do 
them injuries; but rather by doing them 
good, endeavour to remove their enmity, 
and thus God does, he affords unto all Men 
many external Bleſlings, when they very o. 
ten don't confider it or thank him for them; 
and he gives Health and Strength, Riches 
or Competency, the means of Grace and 
the Hopes of Glory, when Men fometimes 
are never the better for them, nor do the 


more good with them; yer he continues 


theſe a long time, and ſometime all their 
Lives; encouraging them by theſe, and 
ſoliciting them by his Grace and the Moti. 
ons of his holy Spirit in their hearts to be: 
come good and virtuous ; and if at laſt they 
mils of Eternal Salvation, their Deſtruction 
is from themſelves, having had ſufficient 
, encouragement and excitements to be and 
do good. But now thoſe that are truly ſen 
fible of all Gods Bleflings and Favours and 
uſe them well, and fincerely endeavour to 
obey bis Commands ; they not only hare 
the beſt Enjoyment of theſe external good 
things ; but uſually God communicates more 
of his Graces and Favours to them, at leaſt 
Spiritual and Eternal ongs : He aflures them 


of 
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of his Love and Favour to Eternity it ſelf. 
He gives them the Peace and Satisfaction of 
a good Conſcience, and the Comfortable 
expectation of a Happy and a Glorious Im- 
mortality. God does good to all, but his 
greateſt Favours are reſerv'd for thoſe that 
truly love and ſerve him; and accordingly 
we allo are commanded as we have opportu- 
nity, io do geod unto all Men; but eſpecially un- 
to them, who are of the Houſebold of Faith. 
God hath endu'd us all with Immaterial 
and Immortal Souls, capable to love and 
ſerve him here, and enjoy him eternally 
hereafter, and yet how many are they that 
don't conſider the worth and excellency of 
their Souls? that make little account of them, 
and ſtrive not to have them endu'd with the 
Graces of God, the virtues of Plety, Cha- 
rity, and Beneficence? How many are there 
that prefer their Bodies before their Souls! 
for them they'l toile and ſweat, uſe care and 
diligence for the Accommodations thereof, 
and thoſe things that are proper and conve- 
nient for them; when after all their care 
and pains they are continually mouldring 
away , and will ere long return to their 
duſt ; but their Souls to be diſpos'd of ac- 
cording to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs and 
Righteouſneſs of God, declar d and mani- 
ſeſted unto us in his holy word; and yet 
they often take no care to govern their 
Lives 
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56 To Do Good, the Duty h 
Lives and Actions accordingly : nay how 
many things hath God given unto Men to 
make their Lives comfortable to themſelves, 
that they might be beneficent unto others, 


and truly thankful unto him ? which ſome 
are intemperate and profuſe with, others 


Covetous and Parſimonious, and few uſe 


them to their own belt good, with reference 
to the true happineſs of this world, and the 


everlaſting Felicity ofthe other. How often 


is it that the good of health and ſtrength, 
which enables Men to be helptul and v ſeful 
to one another, and was ſo deſign'd by God, 
is made uſe of for, or occaſions quarrels and 
contentions amongſt Men! How often does 
the good of Wealth and Riches occaſion 
pride and oppreſſion, that ſhould be mad: 
nſe of with Juſtice, Charity and Benefi: 
cence ! nay worldly Wiſdom and Prudence 
it ſelf, if it be not lanctitied by the Grace of 
God, degenerates into craft and cunning, 
and that which was given to Men, to be 
beneficial to one another with,may be made 
an occaſion of fraud and deceit, and the do- 
ing miſchief to each other. Thus may we 
turn even the good things that God beſtows 


upon any of us into evil, by an il} uſe ol 


them. But however they are good in them 
ſelves as they come from God, and are in. 
ſtances of his goodneſs towards us, and 
therefore all Men ſhould endeayour in 1m! 


tation 
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tation of Gods goodneſs to them to uſe them 


to his Glory, the Good of others. and their 
own everlaſting Happineſs. Nothing is 
more conformable to Gods Nature than Be- 
neficence, and conſequently nothing is more 
acceptable to him, nor can better ſhew our 
gratitude for all his Bleſſings and Mercies : 
for what is, or what has any one that he hath 
not received? for of him, and through bim, 
and to bim are all things ; to whom be Glory for 
ever Amen, Rom. 11. 36. all the good we 
can poſſibly enjoy are the Emanations of 
his bounty, and all deriv'd from him, and 
whatever good we can do is by his Grace 
and Aſſiſtance moving and exciting our 
Wills, Hearts, and Affections, and bringing 
them into obedience to his commands, who 
commands us nothing ſo much as Love and 
Charity; and which he himſelf hath abun- 
cantly manifeſted unto Men. Thus is he 
repreſented to us in holy Scripture, Exod. 
34. 6. the Lord, the Lord God merciful and 
gracious, Long-ſu ff ering and abundant in goodneſs 
and trut>, He delights in mercy and waits 
that he may be gracious, Iſa. 30. 18. be 4 
called the Father of Mercies and the God of all 
conſolations 3 he x kind unto the unthankful and 
to tbe evil, Luke 6.35. to thoſe that are un- 
mindful of his bleflings and favours ; and 
forgives and pardons the Sins and Tranf- 
greffions of Men upon their forſaking them, 

and 


© EY 


7 r ——ͤ 
— LY 5 a E [1 . 1 * — » - i = \ AD 7 
k y ke _— 7 fn * — 
——ñ—— — — —— ——— > -- — N — | % 
1 * . by P —— * * * 7 — 8 * ä 
— * * = — © ia - — 4 4 * * — N 2 
2 o 8 — = ” ** - — x *Y —_— 
7 * „ — 2 M e e — " 
- 2 * 4 3 * 0 * * 4 
N ſa : 
. : : 
a * a gs ” 02 Ws 2 — ; * 


— 
— 


— - 


— 


— — — — 1 — 
4 — = _ — —— > : * 
rr 


3 


P 1 — 

8 - 8 * CS 
+ __—_ 2 EE JL oY 
YE x2 8 EX — * 


2 


5 To Do Good, the Duty 
and returning unto him; and commands 
us to do fo alſo, Coloſ. 3. 12, 13, and 14, wer, 
put on therefore as the Elect of God boly and 
beloved bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humblene(; 
of mind, Long [uffering, forbearing one another, 
forgiving one another, if any Man have 4 
quarrel againſt amy, even as Chriſt forgave you, 
fo alſo do ye, and above all theſe things put on 
Charity,which u the Bond of Perfectneſi; now we 
exhort you brethren, warn them that are unruh, 
comfort the feeble-minded, ſupport the weak, be 
patient towards all Men, ſee that none render 
evil for evil unto any Man; but ever follow 
that which is good both among your ſelves and 
to all Men, 1 Tbeſſ. 5. chap. 14, 15. ver. Les 
your moderation be known unto all Men, Philip. 
4. J. which precepts comprehend the leve- 
veral ways of doing good one to another 
that I have mentioned unto you, wiz. by 
Lite and Example, by doctrine and precept, 
by bearing true Affection and Love one to 
another ; by Charity and Alms where there 
is occaſion; and by reproof and admonition 
where there wants it. By doing of theſe 
things we belt ſhew our obedience to 
God, and our conformity to his will and 
commands ; but f 
(2.) Beneficence or doing Good is not 
only moſt agrecable to the Nature and will 
of God; but it is alſo a following the Exam- 


ple of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus ws 
0 


He came from the higheſt Heavens to this 
low and miſerable Earth to do us goad 2 
He leſt the Glories and Felicities of Heaven, 
and took upon him Humane Nature, was 
clothed with the Infirmities of our Fleſh, 
that he might bring us to Heaven, that he 
might teach us what js true Virtue, Redeem 
us from Sin and Miſery, and ſhew us the 
way to everlaſting Life; both by his Doctrine 
and Example, and the Meritorious Sacrifice 
of his Death and Paſſion ; he ſuffer'd Grief 
and Sorrow for us, that he might Redeem 
us from Everlaſting Miſery, and has given 
us all neceſſary and requiſite means to con- 
vertand fave us; who gave bimfelf for us that 
be might redeem us from all iniquity, and puri- 
fie unto himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
Forks, Tit. 2. 14. He deſcended from Hea- 
ven, and came into the World that he 
might teach us to aſcend thither in Heart 
and Affections; that he might propagate 
the Divine Life in us, which conſiſts chiefly 
in Piety and Charity, the Love of God and 
of one another; that he might reſtore in us, 
as it were, the Image of God loſt by the 
Defection of our firſt Parents, and teach us 
to overcome our corrupt Paſſions and 
Affections; that he might make an Attone 
ment for our Sins, and offer up unto God 
his Death and Merits as a Propitiatory Sacri- 
ice for them; who continueth for ever 

an 
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an unchangeable Prieſthood, and iy 
able to ſave all thoſe that come unto 
God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth 
to make Interceſſion for them; for the Re- 
pentance and Converſion of Sinners, and 


for their Eternal Salvation: After his 


Aſcenſion into Heaven, he ſent the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles and other Believers, 
ſeveral inſtances whereof we have, particu- 
larly Ad, 2. 4. and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with other 
rongues as the Spirit gave them utterance, (peak- 
ing of the Apoftles ; and then for other Be- 
levers we are told, Ads 8. 17. that the Sa. 
maritans that believed received the Holy 
Ghoſt, and that whilſt St. Peter was Preach 
ing (on the occaſion of rhe Converſion of Cor- 
nelius) the Holy Ghoſt fell on thoſe that heard 
him, Adt, ro. 44. while Peter yet ſpake theſe 
2zords, the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that 
beard the word: and he ſtill continues the 
Influences of his Grace and Holy Spirit in 
the Hearts of Men; (tho they but too often 
neglect the motions thereof, looking upon 
them to be the Suggeſt ions of their own 
minds only) to quicken and revive their 


Souls, and toexcite in them a true ſenſe and 


love of heavenly things, and of thoſe Graces 
and vertues which lead us to them; 
to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen our weakneſſes 


and infirmities, and to enable us to perle: 
| | vere 
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yere in the paths of virtue and goodneſs. 
In all theſe ways our Saviour hath done and 
continues to do us good, leaving us an exam- 
ple that we ſhould follow his ſteps; parti- 
cularly in the works of Charity and Benefi- 
cence, Fobn 13. 15. for, faith he, I have 
given you an example, that ye ſhould do as 1 
bave done to you. | 
But to this it may be objected: How can 
this be? can we do what God can do? or 
what Chriſt hath done to whom the Deity 
was fo extraordinarily united? That were 
the higheſt Preſumption, and would be fo 
far from a virtue, that it would be the 
greateſt Sin to think to be like God. Tothis 
[ anſwer, it is true, to affect Power or 
Knowledge like God, would be a great Sin, 
and was the Sin of our firſt Parents, and of 
the Devil himſelf ; as the Scripture informs 
vs, and made them fall from that Happi- 
neſs in which they were created: but of 
poodneſs there can be no excels, in the 
Practice thereof according to the Com- 
mands of God and the Precepts of Chriſt 
we cannot err, who hath commanded us 
to love one another as be bath loved us. 
But it may be again objected. How can 
that be done? we are weak and imperfect 
creatures, he was the beloved Son of God ; 
we have not that Power and Ability he had 
of doing Good, to the Souls or to the = 
ies 
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dies of Men: he could work Miracles 
and by a Word of his Mouth cure all man- 
ner of Sickneſſes and Diſeaſes. He could 
inſtruct the Ignorant, and reprove the Vi- 
cious and prophane, and encourage the 
Sincerely good and virtuous with the great , 
elt Authority, and immediately work upon | 
rhe Hearts and Conſciences of Men. | 
To this I anſwer, what Chriſt did in a , 
Miraculous way is not expected from us; i 
but only to do that good we may ordinarily 
do according to our ſeveral Abilities. We 
may viſit the Sick, be charitable to the Poor; 
forgive Injuries; bear true Love and AﬀeRti: 
on to one another; pray for, wiſh, and 
endeavour the Good of others in our ſeveral 
Places and Stations, and according to our 
different Abilities and Circumſtances 
Theſe are the things which are required 
of us, and which any Man by the ordins 
ry Aſſiſtance and Grace of God may do 
for why ſhould it be thought a thing im 
poſſible for true Love and Goodnels tc 
prevail in the Souls of Men? Was it no 
the Primitive and Original conſtitutio 
of our Souls when they firſt came out 0 
the Hands of our Maker? and did nc 
Chriſt come to Reſtore and Renew in 
again the Image of God, which Sin ha 
Defac'd ? all wickednels and fin are Adve 


titious things, the Paſſions of hatred an 
| malic 


malice and envy, and conſequently ſtrife, 
contention, injury, and the like proceed 


all from the Corruption and Depravity of 


our Natures, not from the beſt Conſtitutĩ- 
o of chem: and therefore our Saviour 
came to fave us from our Sins as well as from 
che eternal Puniſhment of them; and to 

direct Men to the Practice of thoſe virtues, 
vbich do really tend co their belt happinels 
in this World, as well as to their eternal 
Felicity i Heaven, and ſuch are the vic- 
tues of 2 Charity and Beneficence. 


God, and the Commands of the Goſpel; 
and may in ſome ſenſe be called a Confor- 
micy to God and Chriſt, 

(3.) We have for this the Example of the 
65 jſt Men in all Apes of the World, of the 
Pariarchs and Prophets; Evanpeliſts and 
ine Apoftles, and all the true ' Worlhippers and 
Servants of God. This then is another 
motive to the Practice of this Duty, to 
eoynſider what excellent Examples we have 
0 follow, viz. God himſelf, and our Lord 
cond Saviour Jeſus Chriſt together with all 
ut ode Saints aud Servants of God, departed 
vos Life in the true Faith and Fear of his 
in Mfloly Name. 
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They are molt agreeable to the Nature of 
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* 64 To Do Good, the Duty 

i CHAP. V. 

5 1 Motive, the 5th to the doing Good is the 
1 conſideration of the infinite Rewards f 
lb it. (1.) The Pleaſure and Foy that | 
1 attends it here in the Peace and Sati-  * 
44 faction of our Conſciences. (2.) It 1s | 
1 ee ( 
i infinitely Pleaſing to God. (3.) It, 
Na procureth many Bleſſings and Favours  ; 
5 from God, and hath Annext to it the 
ji 4 Promiſes of the Good things of this © 


World, particularly theſe two compre- 
henfrve ones. 1. Deliverance or Free. 
dom from evil, (Some objections to 
this anſwer'd) 2. A Competent er b 
Plentiful enjoyment of all worldly goa al. 
things, ſo far as are beſt for us. (4. Nd 
It will be Everlaſtingiy Rewarded in bis 
Heaven. 
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Fe! Another Motive to excite us u be 
this Duty is the Conſideration of the 
infinite Rewards of it, Such as are 


(1.) The Pleaſure and Joy that attendò i thy: 


here; the doing any Good and virtvol him 
Action Pra 


von 
ion 
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Action; the being ſenſible to our ſelves of 


the ſincereſt Piety to God, and the moſt 
hearty Love and Charity to Men ; the do- 


ing Good and being Beneficent fills Men. 


with the trueſt Joy and Delight, and 
always affords the Peace and Satisfaction 
of a good Conſcience. Our Souls are 
{> united to our Bodies, and fo immerſt as it 
were in the World, the neceſſary Buſineſſes 
of it require ſo much of Mens time gene- 
rally, and even the Diverſions of it are ſome- 
times neceſſary ; the Temprations of the 
World areſo many, and the corrupt Heat ts 
of Men ſo apt to comp!'y with them, that, 
it God had not planted in Mens Souls a 
ſenſe of Religion and annext to ſeveral vir- 
tues, a preſent and ſenſible joy and delight 
in the Performance of them; the Reaſona- 
bleneſs and equity of them would not be 
always ſufficient to excite us, to the Pra- 
ctice of them, and therefore God hath in 
his infinite Goodneſs provided for this in 
the very frame of our Natures, as well as 
by the Operations of his Grace; for Inſtance, 
the Devout contemplation of the infinite 
perfections of God, and the Love thereof 
in our Souls, raiſeth in them a Joy and De- 
light that far ſurpaſſeth all Earthly pleaſures, 
thus the Devout Plalmiſt often entertains 
bimſelf, and exhorteth others, P/al. 147. 1. 
Praiſe ye the Lord fo it is good to ſing praiſes 
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unto our Cod; for it is pleaſant and praiſe u comly, 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 


and to ſing praiſes unto thy Name O moſt Hig b, 


Pſal. 92. 1. Bleſs the Lord O my Soul, and 5 


that is | withia me bleſs his boly Name. Bleſs the 
Lord O my Soul, and forget not all bis Benefits. 
Pſal. 103. 1, 2. To Remember the Num- 
herleſs . and Mercies that God be- 

ows upon us, Life and Being, Health and 
Strengeh, Riches, or Competency ; but 
above all the Means of Grace, and the 
Hopes of Glory muſt needs fill us with joy 
and delight, ſo alſo when in obedience to 
God and from a Principle of Loye to 
others, Men uſe whatever they enjoy cha- 
ritably, and beneficently, when they feed 
the Hungry, cloath the naked, comfort the 
Afflicted, or any ways contribute to the 
Goed and Happineſs of others, by their 
Riches, or Parts, or Prudence, or Inter. 
eſt, and Reputation in the World: It yields 
the molt ſolid delight and ſatisfaction to the 
Souls of Men. And this does not only ac- 
company good and virtuous Actions, but is 
laſting and durable, the Remembrance of 
them do afterward: fill the Soul with joy and 
comſort, which cannot be faid of Sin and 
Wickednels, Men indeed are often tempted 
to the Commiſſion of Sin, by the Pleaſure 
and delight it promiſeth ; and that not only 


the Sins of Senſuafity, but all other vices 


what- 


whatſoever ; the Proud, the Deceitſul, the 
Malicious and Revengeful propound this to 
themſelves, by their —— theſe their 
Paſſions ; tho very often inſtead thereof 
they occaſion nothing but regret and diſqui- 
et, and even the moſt Innocent pleaſures and 
enjoymeats of this Worid, are tranſient and 
ſoon fade away; and thoſe which we 
reckon the moſt durable of them wiz. the 
Riches thereof continue with us no longer 
than this ſhore and uncertain life ; but the 
good uſe of them will laſt for ever. All 
other pleaſures whatſoever but thoſe of 
grace and virtue will leave us when we ſtand 
in moſt need of them; when our Strength 
and Health decays, in the time of Affficti- 
on, or at the Approach of Death; when 
they all forſake us; they become flat and 
inſipid, we have no taſt or Reliſh of them, 
but the pleaſures that ariſe from the Minds 
and Conſciences of Men, from a ſenſe of 
Gods Love, and their ſincere Endeavours to 
ſerre and pleaſe him; from the Remem- 
brance of any good and virtuous Actions of 
Piety and Charity they have done, and a 
lively Faith in the Merits of Chriſt for the 
pardon of their imperfe&ions will then affect 
their Souls with the trueſt and ſincereſt joy 
and delight, and is the only Foundation of 
true peace and comfort, ſuch as is folid and 
Subſtantial and will laſt to eternity it ſelf. 

F 4 _— 


and Happineſs of Man, 67 


: > * 


E SS ET 
S y SME. 


a. 2 
# % „ 


—_— 


4 
— * * 
I — 


=p" hope 


2:0 BHS. NEE 2 
Be” + F ˙ AA 
* 2 3 


* 
= —ͤ— < — 7 1 x 9-4 ” = I — * Fo =- 2 
- : 82x * * = . 7 — 4 . - — 
22 _ 4 Tz _ 2 * - - - af * 
Ro * D — — * 
9 s . 34%. 8 89 * 
3 34 - © +. +4, — - — Py * * » 3% — * L ERS 
- — — ＋ * — = A = 
hy - — * LY 
= 4 — — bo "LIFE - 
* 8 


— 


LA 
- £ : _ $7 . | A „ 
8 P ³˙· 1 op — 5 n 
L . 4 mY * - * * _— \ — * * — * _ * 


- 
— 


— —e ju 
» on 3 oromg wrmannG wed 
— 


* = MS ca and . 8 
© 2% * x 2 4 
* * 2 22 — 2 
= * JL . * 333 » 4 _ 
— 3 8 


. 2 2 
. 
2 


LE. — 4 
P — 5 


2 = — — — 
2 * * 2 9 * 1 —__ 
yu . Z K 
#1 Þ < - un > hy — - 

N — 

. «1 > 2 0 l | 

_— - < * * 

- 282 2 gl ers * * 2 

* ” * * - ES * - » 

he 8 = a ASE 2 — * — 


68 To Do Good, the Duty 


Let us Remember this then that the time 


* Py £4 
des. ta 
* W 
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will come, even to the Youngeſt and Strong. 


eft and Heakhieſt of us all, when the Re. 


membrance of our Sins and Follies, will fill 
us with nothing but grief and anguiſh ; but 
the thoughts of our good and virtuous Acti- 
ons with joy and delight. Time will come 
when all the Flowers of Worldly glory ſhall 
be wither'd away; when all the pleaſures 
of it ſhall be gone and decay'd, when thoſs 
things that are apt to take off our Hearts 
and Aﬀections from what is infinitely bet. 
ter ſhall yield us no content, when our Souls 
are going to take their flight from theſe 
earthly Tabernacles, and the Pains of Death 
are taking hold of our frail and mortal Bo- 
dies. O then! How comfortable will any 
good and virtuous Actions done in obedi- 
ence to the Commands of God be to us! 
When we have wi:h Faithfulneſs and Sin. 


cerity (tho attended with Imperfedtions) 


made uſe of thoſe Talents that God hath gi. 
ven us. Tis not then that the Poſſeſſion 
of Riches or Honours ; Houſes and Lands, 
Wit or Parts will do us any good, or afford 


us any folid Satisfaction or Comfortable 


hope of our eternal condition; but the ule 


we have made of them, and the Good we 
have done with them. 


2. The 


CC 
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2. The Endeavouring to do good and to 
communicate, is not only attended with the 
trueſt pleafure and delight to our ſelves 3 but 
is alſo infinitely pleaſing to God: for with 
ſuch Sacrifices lays the Text, God is well plea- 


fed; whereas the infinite excellencies of Gods 
Nature are ſuch, that while Men love their 
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Sins and continue in them impenitently, 

he cannot be pleaſed with them; and the 

Scripture cxpreſly ſays, that the grace of God 
5 WU that bringeth Salvation, teacheth us that deny- 
t. ng Ungodlineſs and IWorldly luſts, we ſhould 
Is MW live Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this 
le MW preſent World. This was the great defign of | 
hour Saviour in inſtructing us in our Duty. 
This was the End of his Meritorious Scri- Wii 
y = fice for us, to encourage and excite us to 5 
i- Repentance, and to procure the Favour of 8.5 

| | 7 

| God thereupon, for the pardon of our Sins + | 
n: and Imperſection:. He expects not indeec 1 
s) perfect, but he requires ſinrere obedience 4 
gi. to his commands and precepts, for to whar *1] 
on WM purpoſe would the Goſpel be, either to wil | 


ds, Gods Glory, or Mans Salvation without 11 


rd this; if it were only to be believed, and not Paul 
ble EY obey'd | How would cur love to God be 25 | 
ale ſhown, or our ſenſe of his infinite love to us, 65 
we without the Duties of Piety and Devotion N. 
to him ! How could we manifeſt our love 11 
to one another, without the Practice of «+; 
he Charity and Beneficence! Of what uſe i 
would 1 
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70 Zo Do Good, the Duty 
would all thoſe excellent commands of juſtice 
and Charity, and Meekneſs, and Humility, 
and the like be, if we continue Proud, or 
Peeviſh, or Envious and Malicious. How 
can this contribute to our Happinels in this 
World, or in the other ! What other way 
can we have of pleaſing God, than by do- 
ing what he commands us ? whereby I un- 
derſtand not abſolute, perie&, and unerring 
obedience, but ſincere and hearty ; or in a 
Word Evangelical obedience; which applys 
the Merics of Chriſt by Faith and Repen- 
tance, for the ſupply of our Imperfections, 
and from a ſenſe of his infinite love, mani- 
feſted in our Redemption, ſincerely endea. 
vours to obey his Commands and Precepts. 
This is the beſt acknowledgment we can 
make of the infinite Perfe&tions of God, and 
the great love of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. This is that we profeſs by our exter- 
nal worſhip of him; and therefore thoſe 
that live wickedly and impenitently, let 
them believe hat they will, are ſaid to be, 
as it were without God in the World, and 
to deny him in their works; to prevent 
which the Apoſtle gives us this Advice, 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves aubet ber jt 
be in the Taub, prove your own ſelves 3 l 
Je not qour own ſelves how that Feſus Chriſt i 
in pu, except ye be Reprobates : i. e. if you 


partake not of his Spirit and Temper (tho 
| in 


and Happineſs f Man. 71 
in an imperfe& degree) of Piety, and Love, 
and Charity, Jeſus Chriſt is not in vou; 
then are you in your Sins, under the Wrath 


of God, and obnoxious to everlaſting Miſe- 


y. To endeavour to do good then in our 
ſeveral places and ſtations, is moſt certainly 
our Duty ; becauſe God hath commanded 
it, and it is well pleaſing to him; and we 
ought to manifeſt this not only by our Ex- 
ternal Actions, but to endeavour that it be 
the very Temper and Inclination of our 
Souls, as much as we can, and then be ſure 
the External dutiesof Religion will follow ; 
whereas theſe may be perform'd without 
the other, the Actions of Juſtice and Cha- 
tity, and the like may be done out of vain: 
glory, and to get a Reputation in the World, 
more then for the Glory of God, and the 
good of others: tho we are not to judge ſo 
of any particular Man, where we find the 
Exerciſe of theſe virtues; (for we know 
not the Hearts of Men, and the External 
Actions are good) But I mention this, that 
lo every Man may the better know to judge 
of the Truth, and Sincerity of Religion in 
himſelf ; not to cenſure others. That is 


really the beſt part of Divine Worſhip, to 


do it with the Heart and Affections, tho the 
other is good and neceſſary too (as I have 
oblery*d not only as our. Duty to God; but 
3 the External ſigns of our Reverence of 
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him to others: and therefore the Pfalmiſt 
fays, Plal. 34 3. O magnifietbe Lord with me, 
and let ww exalt bis Name together, i. e. in his 
Pahlick Worſhip and Service, and he ſays 
allo, P/a!. 119. 10, 11. With my whole heart 


"boot ſought thee, O let me not wander from 


toy Commandments : thy Werd havel bid in 
my Heart, that 1 might not Sin againſt thee : 

my Son give me thine Heart; (Hich Solomon; 

Prov. 23. 26.) So that J ly, cis the Since 
rity of he Heart, that makes our Daties 
moſt Efficacious as to our ſelves, and moſt 
acceptable unto God. And 16, likewif: 
when we perform anv Actions of Charity 
or Beneficence to others, even the Ex- 
ternal Actions thereof does good to 
others, and are commanded by Gad; 
but that which he chiefly eſteems them 
tor conſiſts in the Mind, Heart, and Aﬀe- 
G ions; when we do reaily and truly defign 
the good of others, and do not co them out 


of vain-glory or Popularicy and the like. 


Tis this that yields the trueſt Satisfaction and 
Delight to the Souls of Men and is infinitely 
pleating unto God. 

(3.) The doing good is not only in it 
ſelf os moſt pleaſing to God and our ſelves ; 
hut it procures alſo many Bleſſings and Fa- 
vours from God, and hach annex't to it the 


Promiſes of the good things of this World, Nt 


procureth the Love and Favour of God the 
Foun: 


— 
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ard Happineſs of Man 73 
Fountain of all Bleſſings, for the Lord God 
is a Sun and a Shield, the Lord will give 
Grace and Glory ; no good thing will be with- 
bold from them that walk uprightly, Pſal. 84. 
11. and he hath moſt eſpecially promiſed 
his blefling to the Charitable and Benefi- 
cent, he that hath mercy on the Poor, Hap- 
py is he; Prov. 14.21. Bleſſed are the Meek 
for they ſhall inherit the Earth ; bleſſed are they 
which do hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs 
they (hall be filled; bleſſed are the Merciful for 
they ſhall obtain mercy (ſaith our Saviour Mar. 
ſ. 6, 7. ver.) Give and it ſhall be given unto 
jon, good meaſure preſſed down and ſhaken toge- 
ther (hall Men git ns your boſom, Luke 6. 38 

particularly ther are promilſe.1 theſe two 
Comprehenſive bleſſings, which contain ail 
others. r. Deliverance or Freedom from 
trouble, or ſecurity from evil. 2. A Com- 
perent or plentiful Enjoyment of all 
Worldly good things fo far as are beſt for 
1s, 

1. Deliverance or Freedom from trouble 
or Security from evil is promis'd, Ja. 58. 
10, 1 1 draw out thy Sc ul to the Hungry. 
end [atisfy the afflicted Soul; then ſhall thy Light: 
nſe in obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the nc, 
Day ; and the Lord ſhall guide them continually 
and ſatisfie thy Soul in drought, and make fat 
thy bones, and thou ſhalt be like à watered Gar- 
den, and like a Spring of water, whoſe water ; 
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75 Do Good, the Daty 


fail not, becauſe thou haſt made the Lord which 


is my Refuge, even the moſt High thy Habitation ; 


there ſhall no evil befall thee, Pſal. 91. 9, 10. 
It certainly procures the Love and Favour 


of God, and uſually of Men too, at leaſt of 


the Wiſe and Good, and always affords the 
Peace and Satisfaction of a good Conſcience. 
And therefore the Apoſtles gives us this ad- 


vice, 1 Per. 3 chap.8, 9, lo, 1, 12, and 


13. ver. Love as bretbren, be pitiful, be cour- 
teous; not rendring evil for evil, or railing for 


railing, but contrariwiſe bleſſmg ; knowing that 
e are thereunto called that ye 


ſhould inberit 4 
Bleſſing ; for be that will love Life and ſee good 


Days, let bim refrain bis tongue from evil, and 
bis lips that they ſpeak no guile, let bim eſchew 
evil and do good; let bim ſeck peace and enſue 
it, for the eyes of the Lord are over the Rigb- 
reons, and bis ears are open to their Prayers ; 
but the Face of the Lord is againſt i bem that do 
evil, and who is be that will harm you if ye be 
followers of that which is good? i. e thoſe that 


_ endeavour to behave themſelves with all In- 


regrity and uprightneſs towards others, 
ought to find others ſincere and honeſt to 
them, and uſually it does defend them from 
the injuries of other Men; for who is he 
chat will harm you (ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Per. 
3.12.) if je be followers of that which is good, 
intimating that this is the beſt way of being 


ſecute from any evils or injuries from 
ochers. | 
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and Happineſs of Man. 75 
But to this it may be objected, don't we 
find the contrary to this very often in the 


World! is there not one event to the Righ- 
teous and to the Wicked? are not the good 


and virtuous Subject to the Hatred and Re- 


proach and Enmity of others, as well as 
other Men? Nay, have they not ſometimes 
more of theſe laid upon them than others? 
doth not the Scripture fay, that Man is born 
unto trouble ? is it not the fruit of our De- 
fection from God, and the Original corrup- 
tion of our Nature by Sin ? 

To this I anſwer, that we ſhould diſtin- 
guiſh between Natural and Moral evils. 
Thoſe indeed which are Natural to Mankind, 
and which are Appendages of our frail and 
mortal natures, all Men are more or lefs ob- 
noxious to them; and fo it may be faid 
there is one event, to the Righteous and to 
the Wicked wich Reference thereunto 
but thoſe evils which are the effects of Sin, 
we are no further ſubject to than as we com- 
ply with and follow our corrupt and ſinful 
Paflions and Affections. This for inſtance 
the evils that come of anger, envy and ma- 
lice we ſhould be freed from, if we did not 
indulge our ſelves in theſe Paſſions; and 


thoſe which proceed from intemperance 


and exceſs, if we were temperate and mo- 
derate ; the evils that come of fraud and 
deceit Men would avoid if they endzavour'd 


co 


. 
* 
\ A 
> 
"FA 
I" 
nf 
5 
. 
3 1 
of 


n 


2 


- * Sa * — 
NR k * 88 A 


complain of: They would eſpecially be 


that follow that which is good would not 


Slanders, Reptoaches and the like; which 
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to be juſt and honeſt in their dealing one 
with another; and thoſe which proceed 
f.om want of kindneſs and charity, if we 
practiſed thoſe virtues would be remedied ſp 
that if we endeavour'd to do that good, 
which in the Text is required of us in our 
ſeveral places and ſtations, many of thoſe 
evils would be avoided that Men ſo often 


freed from the greateſt of all, the wounds of 
Conſcience and, the wrath of God; thoſe 


be liable to that indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguiid, which God hath 
threatned to inflict on them that are Con. 
tentious, and obey not the truth but obey un- 
righteouſneſs, Rom. 2.8, 9. they would not 
have the guilt of horrid Perju ries, Covetous, 


or oppreſlive Practices, unjaſt or Injurious ot 


dealings towards others upon them, or am de 

of thoſe vices which do as well tend to the in 
harm of humane Societies as to their owa th; 
everlaſting miſery. And as for the Afffict. N 
ons that proceed ſrom other Men, ſuch MW fo 
are uncharitableneſs, Cenſuring, Backbiring, 


tho realiy they are prejudicial to Men, to 
their credit and reputation and the like, yet 
they are nothing to the other; and even 
thoſe that endeavour to follow that which 


is good are uſually forc'd from theſe; thois 
that 
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that deſire and deſign nothing but what is 
juſt and reaſonable, fair and equitable, may 
promile themſelves generally the good Will 
and Affections of others. To do that which 
is good is the likelieſt way to be kept from 
thoſe things which will do us harm; which 
are either our own corrupt Paſſions and 
Affections, or the Paſſions and Follies of o- 
thers: We prevent the Firſt by Moderating, 
and Reſtraining our own Paſſions, and 
Suffering them not to riſe in our Hearts, 
whether of Envy or Hatred, or Anger, or 

Malice and the like; and we take the beſt 

courſe to prevent thoſe of others, when we 
endeavour to give them no juſt occaſion 
jor them, by our Pevilhneſs or Qarrelſome- 
hels. Thoſe chat are charitable and peaceable 
and beneficent may expect the ſame from 
others. Whereas thoſe that are ſelfiſh 
deſigning and contentious, itengageth them 
in many quarrels and enmities ; and raiſeth 
the Paſſions the Pride, or Envy, or 
Malice of others againſt chem, and ſo occa- 

lon perpetual ſtriſe and contention, fo that 

Ihy the endeavouring to do good accord- 
ng to the Command of the Text, to be 

charitable and beneficent, prevents or ſecures 


Men from many of the troubles and 
Afflictions of this World. | 
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78 To Do Good, the Duty 

But it may be again objz&ed : Does not 
the Scripture ſay in ſeveral places, particu- 
larly, 2 Tim. 3. 12. and 1. John. 3. 13. that 
thoſe that will Jive Godly in Chriſt Feſus ſhal 
ſuffer Perſecution, and the World ſhould hate 
them ? 

To this I anſwer, it is true it does ſay fo; 
but then it ſays alſo, Luke 5. 22. Bleſſed at 
Je when Men ſhall hate you, and when thy 
ſhall ſeparate you from their company, and ball 
reproach you, and caſt out your name as evil fur | 
the Son of Mans [ake. Beſides that was meant 
chiefly of times of Perſecution, when they 
were perſecuted merely upon the Account 
of Religion, for not complying with the 
Heatheniih and Idolatrous cuſtoms of the 
Nations amongſt whom they lived: And 
then uſually God ſupplies their outwan 
Afflictions, with ſuch Faith and Patience 
as will ſupport them with joy and comfor 
in their ſufferings, for that which is good fin 
They were aſſured that neitber Tribulation, nl arc 


Diſtreſs, nor Perſecution, nor Famine, nor Nagy ur) 
kedneſs, nor Peril, nor Sword; neither Dead an; 
nor Jie, nor Angels, nor Principalities, „ Fr: 
Powers, nor things preſent, nor things to com Liv 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other Create as t 
can ſeparate them that follow that which is gu ner 
from the Love of God which is in Cbriſ 1% He: 
our Lord : But in all theſe things they are m Nat 
than conquerous through him that loved tbeſ to «| 
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| and Happineſs of Mas. 79 
x; m. 8. 35, 37,38, & 39. verſe, at ſuch 
v- times God hath promiſed to keep them in 
at ¶ perfect peace, whoſe minds are ſtayed on 
in, becauſe they put their truſt in bim, 
ie I. 26. 3. While they bold Faith and a good 
Conſcience, the Peace of God which paſſeth all un- 
o; derſtanding keeps their hearts and minds through 
ar: Chriff Feſus : So that thoſe that kill their 
Bodies haſten but the Salvation of their 
bull Souls, and lend them the ſooner to Hea- 
fol ven. 
ant But theſe caſes are very rare, and were | 
hey at the firſt Planting and Propagation of the 1 
Chriſtian Religion, and ſometimes after, 
when the Devil ſtirred up the Heathen Em. 
perours to Perſecute the Chriſtians, But 
ordinarily I ſay tis otherwiſe ; and there Hil 
are more that ſuffer for doing that which is Yi 
evil in moſt Ages of the World, than for a : 
ſtrict Adherence to their Duty, and being hs 
ſincere and upright Chriſtians: how many we'd | 
are there chat diminiſh their eſtates by Lux- #"} 
ury and Profuſeneſs; their Healchs by Luſt 11 
and Intemperance ; their Reputation by %al | 
Fraud and Deceit ; and even ſhorten their __ 
Lives by their Follies and Exceſſes? where- 
as the virtues contrary to theſe vices do ge- 10 
nerally tend to che preſervation of their Y 
Health, Reputation, and eſtates ; and 
Naturally (as well as by the Bleſſing of God) 
to the Prolongation of their Lives. Some of "i 
G 2 thoſe 
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80 
thoſe Afflictions indeed all Men are natu- 
turally Subject to, the Good as well as the 
Bad; ſuch as are outward loſſes or decay of 
their Eſtate Poverty, Sickneſs, Re- 
proach and the like, theſe often befal the 
Good and Righteous, and are not always an 
Effet of the Vices of Men. And there 
have been thoſe as I have ſaid, that have been 
perſecuted for their virtues, as the Primitive 
Chriſtians formerly, and the perſecuted Pro- 
teſtants in our time: But theſe natural 
or Providential Diſpenſations of things are FF , 
nothing to what fintul evils are, ſuch as are ö 
wickedneſs of Heart, and Prophaneneſs of 
Life, and the Sins of Injuſtice or Unchari- 
tablenels ; cruelty and oppreſſion proceeding 
chereform : the one have uſually the Satis- 
faction of a good Conſcience attending 
them, the Joys and comforts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and tlie Expectation of a Happy and 
a Glorious Immortality, when this frail and 
mortal Life is ended: the other have the 
Stings and Regrets of an evil Conſcience 
following them, are under the Wrath ot 
God, and obnoxious to everlaſting miſery 
and tho ſometimes the wicked may make 2 
ſhift to filence their Conſciences, and drive 
off the thoughts of their Eternal condition, 
yet this makes not their unhappineſs the lebs, 
but rather adds to it, for the other might 


bring them to Repentance and Amendment 
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and Fappineſs of Man. 81 
of Life, and is uſually the firſt ſtep leading 
thereunto, I thought on my ways (ſays the 
Plalmiſt, Pſal. 119. 59, 60.) and then Im- 
mediately follows, and turned my feet unto 
thy teſtimonies; I made baſt and delayed not to 
keep thy Commandments : Whereas careleſneſs 
and impenicence, and not thinking thereof, 
makes not that eternal miſery that God 
hath threatned really the further off, nor 
renders it the leſs certain; but it will be at 
laſt the more dreadful by the thoughts of 
thoſe means of grace they have neglected. 
The ways of Virtue and Goodneſs with all 
its Afflictions (ſuppoſe of Perſecution or 
Death it ſelf) are better than the ways of 
Sin and Wickedneſs with all its enjoyments. 
It is better through much tribulation to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven, than for 
the ſhore and tranſient enjoyment of this 
World to ſuffer the Torments and Miſeries 
of Hell to all Eternity ; the one is the way 
of Darkneſs, Errour, and Confuſion ; the 
other is the way of Light, Truth, and 
peace; the one ends in the Eternal Eruiti- 
on and Enjoy ment of God the chiefeſt Good; 
and the other in an everlaſting Separation 
from him, and all the comfortable Emana- 
tions of his Love. So that even then the 
ways of virtue and goodneſs are to be cho- 
ſen before thoſe of Sin and Wickednels as 
yielding truer content and Satisfaction to 
G 3 the 
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the Souls of Men, and tending to their | 
Everlaſting Happineſs. And ordinarily I 
ſay, they enjoy fewer of the Troubles and FI, 
Afflictions of this World; the virtues of FI, 
Jaſtice, and Charity, and Meekneſs, and 
Humility uſually contributing to the procu- f 
ring the Love of Men, and moſt certainly | 
the Favour of God, who hath given us ' 
many promiſes thereof in his holy Word. I 
Fs hoſo bearkneth to me (ſaith the Wiſdom of FF | 
God by Solomon, Prov. 1. 33.) Shall dwell fo 
ſafely, and ſhall be quiet OY fear of evil, and I , 
again, Prov. 12. 21. there ſhall no evil bappen te 
to the juſt; but the wicked ſhall be filed with YI ,. 
miſchief. The Lord delivereth the Righteou I} | 


(faith the Pſalmiſt, P/al. 34. 17.) out of al 
their troubles, warn a Mans ways pleaſe the tn 
Lord, be maketh even his enemies to be at peace i |, 
with him, Prov. 16. 7. For thou Lord will 
bleſs the Righteous, with Favour wilt thou com- 
als bim as with a Shield, Pſal. 5. 12. So that 
5 may well conclude, that nothing doth ſo 
much contribute naturally, as well as by the 
Blefling of God, to a Freedom from -many 
of the Evils and Afflictions of this World, as! 
an endeavour to perform this Duty of my 
Text, the doing Good, the being Beneficent 
and Charitable. + 6 

2. It is not only ordinarily, the beſt ſe- 
curity from the Troubles and Afflictions of 


this World, or the Evils thereof; but it allo 
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and Happineſi of Man. 


of an excellent Man, (Biſhop Wilkins in his 


uſually procures the good things of it, at Ji 
" BH leaſt a Competency, and the Bleſſings of 15 
Cod thereupon. There are ſeveral virtues 17 
1 thatare commanded us by God, which ſeem 
Jo have a natural Efficacy to do this; (tho 1 
d know it is not always fo, but generally _— 
„ © ſpeaking I believe it is) and they are Dili- 14 
Y I gence and Induſtry, Juſtice and Honeſty in {04 
Mens dealings one with another, Tempe- 15 
l. Þ cance and Sobriety, and a due Moderation {| 
f Y oftheic Paſſions and Affections, with Re- 9 
erence to themſelves, and towards one 5 
d another. This uſuall procures a Compe- th 
n tency atleaſt, of Worldly good things, and nl 
mae content and Satisfaction of Mind, with F 
our Conditions, which contributes more to 704 
al our Happineſs, than the Enjoyment of all 10 
be me World could do without it. And to ol 
2 Y this purpoſe, I thail make uſe of the words 0 | 
Principle: and Duties of Natura! Religion.) | | 
% Fho hath obfer'd from Aritotle, that the 0.1 
bo true Nature of Riches, at leaſt the Happi- * 


neſs ariſing therefrom, doth conſiſt in the | 
u contented uſe and enjoyment of the things | 
we have, rather than in the Abundance of 164 
m them. Thoſe (ſays he) that out of penuriouſ- 14 
neſs can ſcarce afford themſelves the ordinary "10 
e Conveniences of Life, out of their large Poſſeſſi- ; | 
a, have been always accounted Poor ; nay, be "Ai 


that cannot uſe and enjoy the things be doth poſ- 


r rae. ACA AINAT as. Bo 
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ſefs, may upon this account, be ſaid to be of a] 
others the moſt Indigent, becauſe ſuch a one doth i | 
truly want the things be bath, as well as thoſe il | 
he hath not. i. e. He wants the uſe of them, 
Whereas this is the true Property of virtue, 
that it enables a Man to be content with a 
Competency ; and to live comfortably 
without fuch things as others know not how 
to want; and Charitably, and Beneficently 
with ſuch things as others know not how to 
enjoy. And this made the Pfalmiſt fay, 
P/al. 37. 16. 4 little that a Righteous Man 
bath, is better then the Riches of Wicked. 
The vanity of Worldly things, or the ill 
uſe of them proceeds from the vanity of 
Mens minds, they expe& more from them 
than God ever defign'd them for, when Men 
will make the Riches, and Honours, and 
Pleaſures of this World their chief Happi- 
neſs; they muſt needs meet with difap- 
pointment, and find nothing but Vanity and 
Vexation of Spirit, there being ſo great a 
Diſproportion between the Happineſs of our 
Souls, and all worldly and material things, 
Every thing hath ſo much of Good as God 
made it fot, and does ſo far contribute to 
the Happineſs of Man ; for Inſtance, world- 
ly good things ſerve for the Neceſſities, or 
Conveniences, or Accommodations of our 
frail and mortal Bodies, and as ſuch ſhould 
be eſteemed; but the Good uſe of them by 
= the 
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an N 15 Mas. 85 
the Virtues of Piety, and Charity, and Be- 
neficence do only contribute to the Happi- 
nes of our Souls; and as ſuch ſhould be 
preferred by us. Thoſe then that endeavour 14 
to apt whatſoever the Goodneſs of God hath wh + 
beſtow'd upon them with thankfulneſs to | 
him; with a due Moderation, and Tem- 
perance to themlelves ; and with Charity 
and Beneficence towards others, have really fy 
the beſt enjoyment of them both, as to | 
their Souls and Bodies, and the Bleſſing of 
God with it. Nay, God hath promiſed 
even encreaſe and plenty to ſuch, Deut. 28. ( 
}, 4, F, & 6 verle, Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in the In! 
City, and bleſſed ſhalr thou be in the Field; ol 
Heſſed ſhall be the fruit of thy Body, and the 
fruit of thy Ground, and the 2 of thy Cattel, 0 
the encreaſe of thy Kind, and the Flocks of by Perl 
i. Sheep; bleſſed ſhal be thy basket and thy ſtore. Wl 
„ed ſpalt rhow be 27ben thoa comeſt in, and 
d Wl Heffed ſhalt thou be when thou goeſt out, the «4 | 
a Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy works, ol 
ir ad in all rhat thou putteſt thine hand unto, | 
s, Deut. 15. 10. be that giveth unto the Poor ſhall . 
d lack, Prov. 28. 27. the liberal Soul ſhall be 80 
to vad fat, and be that watereth (hall be water- 71 
d- Wd allo himſelf, Prov. 11.25. and what is uſed on | 
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or Charicably, and Bene ficently, and is thus 
ur ¶ be Effect of the Blefling of God, hath this | 
Id N adrantage above whatever we can enjoy yi 
y Wy other way, Tos as Solomon tells us, 5 
16 | | L Prov . 
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86 To Do Good, the Duty © 
Prov. 10. 22. the Bliſſing of the Lord it mak- 
eth Rich, and he addeth no ſorrow with it. 
The waſting theſe Bleſſings Profuſely and 
Prodigally, fills Men oftencimes with Grief 
and Sorrow ; as the Covetous Hoarding up 
of what they have, does with care and foli- 
citude ; ſo the good Uſe of it fills them with 
Joy and Delight, comfort and Satisfaction, 
and is bleſſed with encreaſe. And tho un- 
der the Goſpel, the Promiſes of Temporal 
Bleſſings are not ſo frequent; (that being to 
raiſs our minds to Heavenly and Eternal 
good things) yet ic promiſeth all thoſe 
chings that are really good, nay belt for us, 
Mat. 6. 33. Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God 
and hu righteeuſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall 
be added unto you. i. e. all thoſe things 
which our Heavenly Father knows we have 
need of, and he is neither wiſe nor good 
that defires more. Beſides it directs us to 
the Practice of thoſe virtues that have a Na 
caral Efficacy to the procuring of a Compe- 
tent Proviſion, at leaſt of worldly good 
things, and is attended with the Blefling of 
God thereupon. Thus I have endeavour'd 
to excite you to the Performance of this 
Duty in the Text, by conſidering the Re. 
wardsofit ; ſuch as are. (I.) The Pleaſure 
and joy that attends | Pha Good and 


virtuous Actions. (2.) That it is infinitely 
pleaſing unto God. (MIt is * A 
4:2 y the 


and Happineſs of Man. 37 
the beſt ſecurity from the Troubles and 


Afflictions of this World; or the Evils 
thereof; and uſually procures the good 


things of it, at leaſt a Competency of 


them, and the Blefling of God thereupon. 
(4.) I am to ſhew you that it will be 
Everlaſtingly Rewarded in Heaven. For 
Godlineſs 1s profitable unto all thing: (\aith the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 4. 8.) having promiſe of the 
Life that now u, and of that which & to come. 
By doing Good, Men lay up in ftore for 
themſelves a good Foundation a amſt tbe 
time to come, that they may lay bold on 
Eternal Life, 1 Tim. 6. 19. I have ali 
told you, that doing Good is the Main, and 
moſt Subſtantial part of Religion. It was 
the Deſign of our Creation. It is the Deſign 
of God, in the Preſervation and Conſerva- 
tion of all things: It was the great Baſineſs 
that our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt came into the 
World for, to do us Good, by offering up 
himſelf a Propitiation for our Sins, and 
to teach and inſtruct us in thoſe virtues, 
that if fincerely practic d tend to the preſent 
ind future Good and Happineſs, of Men. 
tho when we have dons all we can, we do 
not ſay, with the Papiſts, that our good 
works are Meritorious of Salvation: But that 
they are Declarations of our Gratitude and 
Thankfulneſs unto God, from whom we 
i252ive all, both the Power and Ability and 
„ Grace 
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Grace to do them; and are accepted of by 
him only for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. And 
amongſt all thoſe virtues God hath promiſed 
to Reward, none have greater promiles 
then thoſe of Love, and Charity, and Be- 
neficence, Prov. 19. 17. He that hath pity 
the Poor lendeth unto the Lord, and that 
which be hath given will be pay him again; 
Sometimes with the Bleſſings of this World; 
but moſt certainly with the Happinels of 
Heaven : make to your ſelves friends of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail 
they may receive you into Everlaſting Habitati- 
ons, Luke 16.9. the Meaning ot which l 
take to be this. There are many, that in 
the gaining, or Poſſeſſion, or ule of Riches, 
commit a great many faults, through errour 
or miſtake ; and ſome like that unjuſt Ste- 


ward there mention'd, may have got them 


by fraud, or deceit ; or however, there are 
few, but are either too Profuſe and Luxuri- 
Ous, or too Covetous aud Penurious with 
them ; therefore our Saviour adviſeth them 
to be Charitable and Beneficent with them, 
that when they die, theſe virtues may as it 
were, make ſome Attonement for their 
Zins; that by having ſome ſuch Diſpoſitions 
ot Soul in them, as our Saviour requires, 
and manifeſting thereof in ſuch effects as he 


| hath promiſed to Reward, they may be ca- 
pable of pleading his merits, for the DO 
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and Happineſe of Man 89 
of their Imperietions, and fo fit to be re- 
ceivd into thoſe Everlaſtiog Habitations, 
he hath' Provided for thoſe that truly love 
and ſerve him: For ſo great a ſtreſs, does 
our Saviour lay upon this virtueof Charity, 
that he eſteems not of other Virtues without 
it; as we may perceive by his rejecting, 
even the moſt Specious Pertormances of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, who were very pun- 
ual and juſt in their dealings one with 
another, but very Cenſorious and Unchari- 
table, and therefore our Saviour ſays, Mat. 
5. 20. I ſay unto you, that except your Rigbte- 
ouſneſs ſhall excced the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye ſhall in no caſe enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, thereby intimating unto 
us, that it will not be enough at laſt to 
plead, that we have wronged or defrauded 
no Man ; for it is not only for Injury, and 
Oppreſſion, or Cheating, and Defrauding 


our Neighbour, that Men at the laſt Day, 


will be called to an account, and condem- 
ned for; but for want of Love, and Chari- 
ty, and Kindneſs to them : And it is for 
theſe graces and virtues allo, that they ſhall 
be rewarded, as implying, and containing 
in them moſt other virtues, as our Saviour 
telis us, in that Parabolical Repreſentation 
of the Day of judgment, Mat. 25. 34, 35, 
36, 37, & 38. ver. Come ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdom prepared for yon, 

rom 
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from the Foundation of the World : for Iwas an 
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bungred and ye gave me meat; I was thirſty 
and ye gave me drink; I was @ ſtranger and 
ye took me in; naked and ye cloathed me, &c. 
Then ſhall the Righteous anſwer him ſaving, 
Lord when ſau we thee an bung red and fed 
thee, or thirſty and gave thee drink? when [aw 
we thee a ſt ranger and took thee in, or naked and 
cleathed thee ? &c. And the King ſhall anſwer 
and (ay unto them, verily I ſay unto you, in 
as much as ye have done it unto one the leaſt 
of theſe my brethren ye have done it unto me. 
Our Saviour does not ſay, becaufes ye have 
been Juſt and Honeſt in your Dealings; 
Pious and Devout in all the External Exer- 
ciles of Religion; Sober and Temperate in 
your Lives: But becauſe ye have been 
Charitable and Beneficient : All the other 
are good and virtuous Actions, and are allo 
required of us : Put it ſeems by this, that 
our Saviour eſteems, Love and Charity 
above them all. And the Reaſon is, be- 
cauſe it implys them all: For fo far as we 
love God, we ſhall ſincerely endeavour to 
obſerve and obey his commands; and fofar 
as we love Men, we ſhall endeavour to per- 


Mi ct. 


towards them, according to our fevera 
Places and Sations, and Abilities in the 
World. to 


Now 
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Now, there are few that do enough con- 
ſider, their great Obligations to this Duty. 
They have a Natural ſenſe of the Evil of 
injuſtice and oppreſſion, and wrong, and 
violence towards one another, their Conſ- 
ciences uſually rebuke them for ſuch Sins as 
theſe ; but for want of Charity and Kind- 
neſs, either in paſſing by of injuries, in 
true Love and Friendſhip to one another, 
in helping and afliſting each other by good 
Advice, or any other way as they have oc- 
caſion and opportunity ; by relieving the 
wants and Neceſſities of the Poor, and the 
like ; in theſe many are very often wanting 


and defe&ive ; without taking any notice 


of it in themſelves: whereas our Saviour lays, 
we ought as well to do Good in theſe feve- 
ral Inſtances, as to abſtain from doing evil 
to them: And whatever Duty we perform 
towards God or Men, to render it the moſt 
Acceptable unto God, ſhould be done out 
of Love to him, and in obedience to his 
Commands, from a true ſenſe of his infinite 
Perfe&ions, who hath all Power, and WiC: 
dom, and Goodneſs, o command what is 
beſt for us to do. Not that God expects from 
us Perfect and Abſolute obedience ; but Sin- 
cere and Hearty he docs; that we have a 
true Love of God, and Hearty Charity un- 
to Men, and then for the fake and Merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt he will pardon and forgive 

our 
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our Failings and Imperfections, and rectin 
us into his Heavenly Kingdom. 

Juſtice and Ri ighteouſach, as well 25 Love 
and Charity, requires this from every one 
towards each other; for we may oblervein 
the Forecited Chapter, that they are called 
the Righteous that are kind, Merciful, and 
Beneficent towards others, the Poor 'elpe- 
cially as thoſe that moſt want it. But here 
ſome may lay, fo long as we wrong none, 
nor are injurious to any; but Competently 
provide for the Poor, as the Law obligeth 
us, what need is there of any further Cha- 
rity! May not every one do what he will 
with his own! Yes, moſt certainly he may; 
but the better uſe Men make of what they 
have, and the more Good they do with it, 
the better it will be for them, and I will 
tell you how this may be done. Firſt we 
ſuppoſe all Men are oblig'd to make a 
Competent Proviſion for their own Fami. 
lies; and to be kind and Charitable to their 
neareſt Relations, chat want it in the firſt 
Place : And then ic would be a good Deed 
of Charity for thoſe that can ſpare it, to fend 
Relief ſometimes to thoſe of their Neigh- 
bourhood, whom they may obſerve to be 
Diligent and Induſtrious ; or that want it, 
(and do not receive Collection) to ſupport 
them, and keep them from coming to the 
Pariſh; which any Man may do 1 b 

NU3 
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finds occaſion. Putting Poor Children to 
School, or to Apprentice, is another excel- 
lent way of Charity; and there are ſeveral 
other ways that may be thought of, by thoſe 
that are fo diſpos d. It is not to be imagin- 
ed how much Good might be done theſe 
ways, it each one according to his Ability, 
would but every year lay by 10, or 20, or 
jo , or Whatever he can conveniently ſpare 
for theſe uſes ; and diſpoſe of it as he ſees 
occaſion. We ſhould'be never the Poorer 
for this, and others would be much the bet- 
ter. To ſuch Chriſt will ſay at the laſt 
Day, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you, from the Foun- 
dation of the World, Enter into the Enjoy- 
ment of that Happineſs in Heaven, where 
ſhall be Perfection of Love and Charity, 
amongſt the bleſſed Inhabicants thereof; 
where our Obedience to God ſhall be perpe- 
tual and conſtant, and we fhall Love and 
Praife him for ever. 
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Motive the 6th, to excite iu to this Duty, 


An Anſwer, to an objection againſt aur ; 


7 4 — CY = 
. 5 l 3 X * 2 — _— * 8 4 \ - ; " e * - - — = > LI — 
- * C2 * T * — 5 Bs \ "= 6 n * N — 4 82 — * * | 
£ bY bw — 5 9 _ . 5 3 1 £ * 1 4 8 . 7 A * 
— - 4 * * FY GY * « ä IX =_ a r L 3 4 = . 7 2 8 
1 ; . "= : S 4 * Sgt. 4. : . — "a 2 > "—_ 
— ; ö 3 5 2 2 "0 ; V JE 7 * 1 ä o 
p : N * » a2 3 
= — — — - 


— . — x ” 
_— 8 
- FE. —- - * 
— r 
3 5 * I 


\ _ 


— 1 — uu 


CHAP. vi. 


1 


ij the Conſideration of the Miſeries and 
Puniſbments threatned to the Neglefters 
of it.. The Application. This ſhould | 
teach us theſe two things : 1. To ceaſe 
from evil, by repenting and forſaking © i 
our Sins. 2. To learn to do well, by en. 
deavouring to do that Good which God 
requires of us, þ 


own Power and Ability to do this, 
The Concluſſon. t 


Ixthly, another Motive to excite us to 
8 this Duty, is the Conſideration of the 
Miſeries and Puniſhments threatned to the 
Neglecters of it. For, as the Good and 
Virtuous, the Charitable and Beneficent 
have promiles of many Bleflings from Go 
in this World, all Joys and Happineſs here 
after; ſo the Wicked and Impenitent, the 
Unjuſt and Uncharitable arethreatned wit 
the Miſeries of this Life, and that which 
is to come. As for the Miſeries of thif 
World, if we look but into the 28th Chap 
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of Deut. we ſhall find, that after all the 
Promiſes there made to the obſervers of 
Gods Laws, there follows the moſt dread- 
ful Denunciations of Judgments to thoſe 
that negle& or diſobey them, wer. 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, & 20. Bat it ſhall come to paſs, 
if thou wilt not hearken unto the woice of the 
Lord thy God, to obſerve and to do all bis Com- 
mandments, atd bis Statutes which I command 
thee this day, that all theſe curſes ſhall come upon 
thee and overtake thee. Curſed ſhalt thou be in 
the City, and curſed ſhalt thou be in the Field. 
Curſed ſhall be thy Basket and thy Store. Cur- 
ſed ſhall be the fruit of thy Body, and the fruit 
of thy Land, the encreaſe of thy Kine, and the 
a Flocks of thy Sheep.” Curſed ſhalt thou be when 
his. thou comeſt in, and curſed ſhalt thou be when 
thou goeſt out. The Lord ſhall ſend upon thee 
Curſing, Vexation, and Rebuke in all that thou 
1s to gerte thine band unto for to do. And altho 
the thoſe threatnings ſeem to be confured by the 
the External Proſperity of many that have not 
that ſenſe of the Goodneſs of God that they 14 
cent ought; but live in the Commiſſion of choſe al 
God ins he hath threatned, and in diſobedience 1 
hereY to thoſe Virtues he hath commanded; yet 
„ theſ really and truly they are not fo: for the 
with Beneficial effects of them, and the true 
vhicl Happineſs they ſhould take in them are 
f thiſ thereby ſubſtracted from them. Thus are 
Chap Riches ſaid to be to the owners thereof to 
4 1 their 
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their hurt, Eceleſ. 5. 13. i. e. when they ſet 
their Hearts and Affections too much upon 
them, or when they ſpend them Prodigal. 
ly and Profuſely, Intemperately, and 
Luxurioufly ; then they often occaſion the 
Ruine of their Healths by Surfeits and Diſ- 
eaſes; the Diſſatisfagtion of their minds 
from a fenſe of an evil Conſcience; and 
ſpoil all the Contentment they might find 
in them by the good uſe of them ; and are 
in effect, a Curſe rather than 2 Blefling, 
All the good things that God gives us, tho 
they are good as they come from him; 
yet they are not always ſo to us; but Good 
or Evil according as they are well or ill 
uſed, I ſhalt make this appear plain to 
you in ſeveral of them: for Inſtance, 
Children are the Bleſſings of God, if we 
bring them ap in the fear of the Lord, and 
they become Dutiful and Obedient to their | 
Parents; but if we be negligent towards ff 
them, and ſuffer Sins and Vices to grow up ill © 
with them; and they afterwards take ill h 
courſes, then are they but Troubles and Vex- 
ations to their Parents. Again, Health and} h 
Strength are good andthe Bleflings of God; f 
but it. we uſe them in quarrelling and con-, 
tention, they may become hurtful to us: 5 
Wit and Parts are good, but if we make 3 
uſe of them to Circumvent and deceive our 


Neighbours, they are then * to 
ur 
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our ſelyes and others. From whence it ap- 
pears that Men may enjoy thoſe things 
wherein the External Prabberity of this 
World ſeems to conſiſt, and not be truly 
happy therewith : for that proceeds from 
the Good uſe of them, otherwiſe they may 
prove a Curſe inſtead of a Blefling, as God 
hath threatned they ſhall to thoſe that do 
not ſincerely endeavour to obey his com- 
mands. And this ſeems to proceed from 
the Nature of the things themſelves, as well 
as by Gods Appointment ; and manifeſts 
the exceeding Goodneſs of God, that hath 
commanded us nothing, but what is for our 
IT Good ; nor forbidden us any thing but 
hat will do us harm; in all his Moral 
Precepts, that are of immutable and eter- 
nal obligation: But as Temporal Rewards, 
are not the only or chiefeſt Bleſſings, pro- 


u niſed by God to the Good and virtuous; 


ſo neither are the Miſeries of this World, the 
only or greateſt Puniſhment threatned to the 
Wicked, as you have it in the aforeſaid 
25 Chap. of St. Matth. ver. 41. and 46. Then 


l be ſay unto them on the left band, Depart 


from me ye curſed into Everlaſting Fire, prepa- 
red for the Devil and his Angels; and theſe 
ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment ; but 
J the Righteous into Life Eternal. N 
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Thus have I given you ſome conſiderati. 
ons, which may ſerve as ſo many Mo- 
tives or Reaſons to perſwade to, or en- 


Courage you in the Performance of this 


Duty. 

1. The Firſt Motive, was by conſidering 
that it is the Main and moſt Subſtantial 
part of Religion. | | 


2. That our ſelves, and all we have are 
Gods; Life and Health, Riches or Compe- 
tency, Wiſdom and Prudence, Grace and 
Virtue, all comes from bim. e 


3. That it is the beſt uſe we can make 
of the good things of chis World. 


4. By conſidering, what excellent Ex- 


amples we have to follow. 
5- The infinite Rewards of ic, and 


6. And laſtly, che Miſeries and Puniſh- 
mentsthreatned to the Neglecters of it. 


That which remains to be done is, | 
Fourthly, to apply to our uſe and practice 
what hath been ſaid from theſe words, 


to do Good, and to Communicate, forget not; fer 
with ſuch Sacrifices Cod # well pleaſed. 
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Tbe Application. 


Since to do Good, by the ſeveral Virtues 
of Piety, Juſtice, Charity and the like; is 
not only infinitely pleaſing unro God, but 
alſo yields the trueſt pleaſure and delight to 
our ſelves ; that it tends to the beſt Happi- 
neſs of this Life, and the everlaſting Felicity 
of the other; and whereas to do Evil, or to 
Live inthe Practice of Sin and Wickedneſs, 
does as directly tend to our preſent unhap- 
pineſs, and our fature everlaſting Miſery. 
This ſhould teach us theſe two things; 1. 
To ceaſe from Evil, by Repenting of and 
iorſaking our Sins: and 2. To learn to do 
well, by endeavouring te do that Good 
which God Requires of us, 


I, Let us ceaſe to do Evil. 


There is no Man that ſeriouſly refle&s 
upon himſelf, and withal, conſiders the 
weak and imperfe& ſtate of the Sons of 
Men, but muſt needs acknnwledge that 
Mankind is not in that happy condition or 
Perfection of Nature, in which it may be 
ſuppoſed an infinitely wiſe and good God 
did at firſt create them; and the Holy 
Scriptures do particularly inform us that this 
proceeds from the Defection and Diſobedi- 
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ence of our firſt Parents, which brought a 
depravity and corruption upon Humane 
Nature, whereby we are enclin'd to Evil 
rather than Good, and our corrupt Paſſions 
and Affections, that ſhould be always go- 
vern'd by our Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
are apt to Ulurp the Dominion over them. 
Nay, our Reaſon it ſelf may be laid to have 
ſuffer d a weakneſs and decay, fo that we 
are apt to call Good Evil, and Evil Good, 
rake Darkneſs for Light, and Light tor 
Darkneks ; therefore hath God given us his 
holy Word to direct us in what is true virtue, 
and by his Commands and Precepts therein 
contain d to be the Guide of our Lives and 
Actions. Now whoſoever diligently exa- 
mines himſelf thereby will find that he is 4 : 
Guilty of many Sins and Tranigreſſions, I! 
or at leaſſ failings and imperfe&ions in his : 
Duty to God, to others, or himſelf; which 
therefore he ought, to reform and amend, I! 
\ 
8 
l 


ſaying with the Devout Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 25. 
4, 5. Shew me thy ways, O Lord, teach me 
thy Paths, lead me in thy Trath, and teach me, 
for thou art the God ofmy Salvation. Order my 
feps in thy word, and let not any inquity baue  n 
Dominion over me, Pſal. 119. 33. This the Wt 
former Conſiderations, well thought upon, It 
would excite us to do. Did Men but once 
thorowly conſider the Folly and Miſchief I tt 
of all Sin and Wickedneſs; how it tends in l 
\ . the . 
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a i the. Ruine of their. Healchs by Luſt and 
ie | Intemperance, of their Eſtates by Prodigali- 
il ty and Profuſenels ; deprives them of the 
ns true Satisfaction of cheir minds, and of the 
o- Bleſſings of God upon what they enjoy; 
g, and of their Everlaſting Happineſs by+ 
m. & their Impenitence; did they but allo con- 
ve ſidler the Benefits and Rewards of Piety and 
ve © Virtue; Did they but look ſometimes be- 
d, yond preſent and ſenſible things, whichare 
or I vain and uncertain, empty and unſatisfacto- 
his ry; and conſider the infinite worth and 
ae, value of thoſe that are more laſting and 
ein durable, and truly Satisfactory to their Im- 
nd mortal Souls, did they but think upon that 
ſtate and condition of Life, in which they 
are to be for ever either in Happineſs or 
Miſery ; and uſe but their own reafon and 
underſtanding about theſe Affairs; it would 
be Impoſſible for them to have any true 
Peace and Satisfaction in themſelves till 
they had made ſome Proviſion tor che other 
World. Mens living and continuing in 
tin and Wickedneſs unrepented of, I be- 
eve is chiefly owing to a Carclelneſs of 
mind and want of Conſideration, either of 
J their preſent Good or Evil; or of the fa- 
ture Happineſs or Miſery, of a Virtuous or 
Vicious Life. Did Men but ſeriouſly be- 
think themſelves, what they are doing when 
they indulge their corrup: Paſſions and 
— Affecti- 
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Affections to any vice, and whither they 
tend; did they but reflect upon their Lives, 
and ſee what real good their Sins or their 
Follies have done them at any time; nay, 
what harm and miſchief they generally oc- 
caſion them; did they but conſider the end 
and conſequences of things; I am perſwa- 
ded, there would need no other Argument 
to ſtir them up to repent of, and to forſake 
them; their own Reaſon would do it, and 
their own Conſciences would rebuke them 
for not doing it. But tis the Unhappineſ I | 
of ſome Men, that they will not ſuffer ſuch 
thoughts as theſe to make any Impreſſion 
upon their minds for fear of diſturbing them I | 
in the Enjoyment of their Worldly pleaſure J ; 
and delights ; whereas ſuch Conſiderations I d 
would make them take the truer pleaſure and I 
delight in the Innocentenjoyments of Life, I t 
by uſing them with a due Moderation; and w 
it would alſo keep them from thoſe Vices, In 
which chiefly occaſion the trouble and dil-F en 
Quiet of Men in this World, ſuch as Intem-· 6 
erance, Quarrelling, Contention, and the ot 


ike. th 
But very often, the Noiſe and Buſtle ofſſ dr 
the World, the Seculiar Affairs and Buſi - 
neſſes thereof, or Worldly deſigns and Bo- 
dily concerns, do take up fo much of Meng 
thoughts, that they give not themſelves lei 


ſure for, ſuch Reflections as theſe. * 
they 
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they often chuſe to drive way from 
them ſuch good thoughts and motions 
without which it ſeems, as impoſſible that 
the Word of God, the Invitations, or the 
Motions of the good Spirit and Grace of 


God, ſhould have its due Efficacy upon 
their Souls, as that their Bodies ſhould grow _ 


and encreaſe, or continue in Health and 


I Vigour, with that Food they do not reliſh 


or digeſt. In the mean time thoſe that lay 
up the Word of God in their Hearts, and 
think and meditate upon the excellent com- 
mands and precepts of it, will by the Grace 
of God quickly come to the Pſalmiſts Re- 
ſolution thereupon, P/al. 119. 15. Iwill me- 
ditate in thy precepts, lays he, and then imme- 
diately follows, I will have reſpec? unto thy 
ways, Or obey thy commands, which isthe fame 


ching. Thoſe that conſider with themſelves, 


what an infinite danger and hazard they 
run by continuing in their Sins, that they 
expoſe themſelves to all che Threatnings of 
God in this World, and the Miſeries of the 
other; how vain and ſhort, and tranſitory, 
the Pleaſures or Delights of Sin are, and how 


J dreadful the Puniſhments will be; and 
Ichat through the Grace of God and their 
Jon endeavours, they may elcape and 
J:void them; I ſay, ſuch thoughts as theſe 
© ould ſurely beget Reſolutions at leaſt of 
Repentance and Amendment. And thoſe 


that 
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that do not conſider theſe things now in the 
time of their Health, and Strength, and 
when they have the Motions of the Spirit 
of God, and the Aſſiſtances of his Grace 
in their Hearts, either to produce in them 
Repentance for Sins paſt, or to avoid them 
for the future; the time will come when 
God and their own Conſciences ſhall bring 
them to their Remembrance, they ſhall not 
be able to forget them or to divert their 
thoughts from them, and that will be at the 
time of Death, or the Day of Judgment. 
Tho, now che thoughts of God and his in- 
finite Perfections, and of an Eternal Dura- 
tion, of Happineſs or Miſery in another 
World, are frequently inculcated upon 
Men, and do often come to their minds; 


and when driven away by the Buſineſſes, or 
Diverſions of the World, do yet again offer | 


themſelves to their thoughts; and ſtill Men 
find out ſeveral ways, to hinder the fixing 


auch abiding of them upon their Souls, fo as 


to infjiuence their Lives in all their Actions; 
the tine will come, when we ſhall not avoid 
bringing our Sins to Remembrance, at the 
Day of Death and Judgment, beſure, when 
ic will He too late, to reform or amend them. 


And chen our Conſideration of them will 
ere, hut to aggravate our miſery and en- 


cre:ſe our torment, Whereas,now God giveth 
us time and ſpace for Repentance, to examine 


Our; 
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our ſelves, what Sins, or Failings, or Imper- 


4 fections we have been guiky of, and to en- 
1 deavour to rectiſy and amend them; and 
it} alſo to take comfort in any good and vir- 
* © cuous Actions, and to preſevere therein; 
m chat fo at laſt we may be Partakers of that 
— Happineſs, God hath promiſed. | 


We cannot but be ſenſible, that our pre- 
"PB ff ſent Lives wear away apace, every Day, 
every Week, every Year that we have 
he lived, takes off therefrom, and brings us 
| nearer and nearer, to our eternal Condition. 
When, if we had never fo much of the 
Riches, or Honours, or Pleaſures of this 
World, we muſt leave them. Is it not 
better then, to forego the Pleaſures of Sin 
chat are but for a Seaſon; for an Eternal 
1 Recompence of Reward ? and to deny our 
ſelves the Momemtary Satisfactions of them, 
rather than be eternally miſerable with 
them? Is it not our greateſt wiſdom ſo to 
J uſe this World, by doing good, with what- 
ſoever God beſtows upon us, that we may 
at laſt, receive that joy ful Sentence, of well 
done good and faithful Servants, enter into the 
Toy of your Lord ? Nay, is it not better for 
us even in this World, to enjoy the good 
11 Wl (0i0gs theregf with Juſtice, Charity, and 
Beneficence, than either with Profuſeneſs 
or Covetouſneſs * This then is the firſt 
ming we may learn from theſe words, and 
which 
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which is required of us, in order to the 
doing of Good, Viz. to ceaſe to do Evil, to Re- 
pent of, and forſake our Sins. | 
2. We ſhould alſo endeavour to do good 
It is not enough as I have ſaid, to be juſt 
and honeſt in our dealings one with another, 
to take care that we do no wrong to others 
as near as we can; tho ſo far is well and 
our Duty ; but we ſhould alfo bear love 
and true affection one to another, be cha. 
ritable and beneficent, and endeavour to 
do allthe Good we can in our ſeveral places 
and ſtations, 66 
But to this it may be objected, That we If ( 
are born in Sin, and fo ſubject to many W* 
Paſſions and Follies, Failings and Imper. I: 
fetions, that we are not able of our ſelves if 2 
ſo much as to think a good thought, how I * 
g 
t 
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much leſs then to do good and virtuous! 
Actions ? To which I anſwer, that tho we 
are not able indeed of our (elves, to over: 
come our Natural Corruption and Depra- 0 
vity, to govern or direct our Paſſions and iN 
Affections as we ought, to our beſt Good 
and Supream Happineſs ; nor always to 
do that which we know to be both our 
Duty and Happineſs ; yet we may do this 
in many inſtances of our Duty, by the 
ordinary Concurrence of Gods Grace, and 
our own endeavours. And I know ne 
etter means in order thereunto, than theſeſſ Pr 
tojlowing. 1. Be 


grace to the Humble, James. 


r. Bewaile the Imperfections of your 
Nature. 


2. Pray to God for his Grace. 


3. Have a Firm Faith in Chriſt and in 
the Promiſes. 


4. Uſe your own Endeavours. 


r. Bewaile the Imperfections of your 
Nature. This is a good way to obtain the 
Grace of God, to enable you to overcome 
them; for God reſiſteth the Proud, but giveth 
4. 6. The meek 
will he guide in judgment, and the meek will 
be teach bis way, (lays the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 25. 


9.) we ſhould not only endeavour, to be 


truly ſenſible of our Sins, our Failings and 
Imperſections; but we ſhould think humbly 


Jof our ſelves even in our beſt Actions, 


with reference to the vaſt and infinite di- 
[tance between the Perfections of the Wiſ. 
dom and Power, the Juſtice and Goodneſs 
of God; and us frail and weak Creatures, 
who continually depend upon him for life, 
and breath, and all things. Let us call no- 
thing that is good our own, whether it be 
Riches, or Competency, or Wiſdom and 
Prudence, or Grace and Virtue ; but the 
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but think only we do what God commands 
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Em anations of the Goodneſs of God towards 
us. When we perform. any Actions of 
Piety to God, of Juſtice and Righteouſnek, 
or of Charity and Beneficence to Men, 
let us not be conceited of any worth in our 
ſelves, or think it any great matter we do; 
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us, as becomes weak and dependant Crea. 
tures to their Almighty Creator, and to- 
wards one another; and beſides, we ſhould 
always acknowledge that what Good we 
can do, is from God only, who gives us 
both the Will, and Affection, and Ability 
to do it. What of Good we do, we ſhould 
only Attribute to God, and our Failings 
and Imperfections to our ſelves ; and when 
we complain of, and are ſenſible of them; 
as many Men will, of the Corruption o 
their Hearts, of the Prevalency of their 
Paſſions, and the like, and blame them- 
ſelves that they do not ſuch and fuch good 
and virtuous Actions ; if it be ſpoken with 
Sincerity and Humility , *tis a good Pre- 
paration of mind, for the Grace of God to 
work effectually upon them, for as Almigh- 
ty God is Eſſentialy Good and Perfect, ſo he 
is Communicative of it to thoſe that are 
Receptive thereof, to thoſe that earneſtly 
deſire it, and are ſenſible of their own De- 


fects and Imperfections, and humbly — 
prone 
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| and Fiappineſs of Man. TO9 
plore his Aſſiſtance; he communicates to 
them his Grace and Holy Spirit, whereby 
they are enabled to overcome Temptations, 
to reſiſt their corrupt Paſſions and Affecti- 
ons, and to perform thoſe good and virtu- 
ous Actions he requires of them. 4 
2. When we complain of our Inability, 3 
to do that good which we ought to do, in | 1 
the ſeveral Inſtances that I have mention'd 
unto you, let us Pray unto God for the 4 
Aſſiſtance of his Grace. This is one of the [I 
preateſt helps, tothe obtaining of any good 
thing from God, if any of you lack Wiſdom | 
let him ask of God, that giveth unto all Men 4 
liberally and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given 
bim, 1. I. 5. and in thus putting up our | 
Petitions to God for his Grace, it is not 
very material, whether we pray by a Form 
or Extempore, ſo the Heart and Affections 
go along with our Prayers; (tho I know 
ſome prefer the latter, eſpecially in their 
private Devotions) for words are only to 
fgnify that we have in our Souls ſuch de- 
fires as they ſerve to expreſs, and without 
which they are not available with God; 
we are to judge therefore whether we have- 
the Spirit of God by the Earneſtneſs of our 
deſires, and the Sincerity of our Endeavours, | 
more than by our words or Expreflions, 1 
the Form or the matter of them, and tho | 
l doubt not but Men may be affiſted by | 
the Spirit of God in their Prayers, in eleva- 
I ting 
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ting their thoughts and deſires to him, yet 
by reſiſtingof Temptations, and the Practice 
of thoſe Graces and Virtues they Pray for, 
I chink the Influence of the Spirit of God 
upon the minds of Men, is more manifeſted 
than by the other. Love, Joy, Peace, Long- 
Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meek. 
neſs, Temperance are reckened by the Apoſtle, 
to be the fruits of the Spirit, Gal. 5. 22, 23. 
and it is chiefly by theſe Men ought to con- 
clude that they have the Spirit of God; 
for if any Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt be u 
none of bas, (ſaith St. Paul, Rom. 8. 9.) now 
we know that this was his Spirit and Tem- 
per, and theſe Virtues he hath moſtly re- 
commended to us; if therefore we would 
obtain Grace for the enabling us to practice 
theſe Virtues, let us pray for and de 
fire it of God. He hath promiſed to give 
ut what we ak in Faith according to bu Will 
as you have it x John 5.14. and thi 
1 the Confidence that we have in him, that if 
we an any thing according to bis Will he hear 
eth us, and it is according to his Will, whe 
we ask Grace and Strength to obſerve an 
obey his Commands, and to overcome oud if 
corrupt Paſſions and Affections, and thay 
he would enable us to do good with whatY ©! 
ſoever he beſtows upon us. There are ma 
ny other promiſes in Holy Scripture of hi} 4 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, to thoſe that ſeek i} I 
of him; but that is very expreſs to the pur i 
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and Happineſs of Man. 111 
poſe, to encourage our faith and hope in 
him, which we have in St. Luke the 11th 
chap. & 13th verſe, if ye then being evil know 
bow to give good gifts to your Children; how 
much more ſhall your Heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him? or give good 
things to them that ank him, as St. Matthew 
hath it, Mat. 7. 11. he, who is the Source 
and Original of all Goodneſs, who hath 
infinite Wiſdom to know what is good and 
beſt for us to do, who hath laid his com- 
minds upon us becauſe they are fo, and 
ith Almighty Power to effect, what he 
pleaſech (which no earthly Parents have) 
dh we need not doubt but that he is as willing, 
tice as able to afford us his Grace and Aſſiſtance 
de- to enable us to do that Good which he re- 
quires of us, if we humbly ask it of him 
Vil let us not then make this an excuſe why we 
rho are not more Pious, and Charitable, and 
Beneficent, and Meek, and Humble, and 
the like; becauſe we may obtain theſe vir- 
hen tues by his Grace and Aſſiſtance, if we ear- 
and neſtly deſire it, and uſe our ownendeavours : 
dull if we do that Good we ordinarily may do, 
thal we need not doubt of the Grace of God, to 
hatY enable us to do what we ought to do. 
mal 3. Another means in order hereunto, 
hi and which indeed is conſequent to the for- 
k i mer, is to have a firm Faith in Chriſt and 
pur in the Promiſes. Tba u the Victory that over- 
pol cometh the World * our Faith, 1 Fobn. 5. 4. 
2 i. 
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i. e. that overcometh our corrupt Paſſions 
and Affections towards the things thereof; 
it keeps us from Pride and Self-conceit, and 
Uncharitableneſs intheuſe and Enjoyment, 
of the greateſt Proſperity thereof; and is an 
excellent Preſervative againſt all the Temp- 
tations we may meet with in any condition 
of Life; it ſetves both to excite us to Re- 
pentance, and allo to encourage us in the 
Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs. For to 
believe that Chriſt came to make Expiation 
for Sin, which is one part of Faith, fo that 
it ſhall be pardoned to thoſe that do truly 
Repent, is a mighty Motive to Men to en- 
deavour to forlake their Sins, from the 
Goodneſs of God thereby manifeſted unto 
them: for the Light of Nature could not 
aſſure them of this, that tho they never fo 
heartily Repented them of their Sins, that 
God would forgive them ; for how can we 
ſuppoſe that, that can ſatisfy the Juſtice of 
God either for Original Sin, or the leaſt 


Actual Tranſgreſſions; or even for the De- 


fects and Imperfections in our Obedience ? 
no, this is owing to the Meritorious Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt. Again, to believe that as 
Chriſt came to make an Attonement for 
our Sins, fo he came alſo to procure Grace 
for us, to enable us to ſubdue them, and to 
perform good and virtuous Actions, which 
is another part of our Faith in Chriſt, and 
is a great Encouragement to us, to endea- 

your 
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and Happineſs of Man. 113 
your after thoſe virtues he requires of us. 
By which I mean, that we ought to have 
Faith in the Power of Chriſt, to enable us 
to overcome the Corruption and Depravi- 
ties of our Natural condition, as well as in 
his goodneſs and mercy for the Pardon and 
Forgiveneſs of our Sins, or elſe it will be 
defective in what it was chiefly deſign'd for, 
to teach us that denying Ungodlinels and 
Worldly Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly, 
Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſence 
World: to have the Sincerity, if not the 
PerteRion ot thele virtues in our Souls, and 
then to rely upon the Merits of Chriſt for 
the Pardon of our Imper fections. But then 
we ſhould in the 

4th Place uſe our own endeavours to 
overcome them, as well as pray for and ex- 
pect the Grace of God, in order to which 
we ſhould refrain from theſe things that are 
apt to excite and ſtir up our Paſſions, of - 
Anger, or Envy, or Malice and the like ; 
we ſhould reſiſt them at firſt, leaſt by in- 
dulging them, it becomes much more diffi- 
cult for by yielding to them at firſt, we ſhall 
have the greater propenſion and deſire to 
do fo ſtill; and it will be much harder to 
overcome them afterwards, than at preſent, 
without the Extraordinary Grace of God, 
which we have ng reaſon to expect, if we 
for a long time together neglect the ordina- 
ry means he affords us. Let every onethen 
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Glory. Let us ſay, with the Devout Pſal- 
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114 To Do Good, the Du) 
make uſe of his preſent time and opportas 
nity of doing Good, reſiſt Temptations bes 
times, not defer Rep:ntance to the lal 
comply with any good Temper and Inclt 
nations of Soul we perceive in our ſelvesof 
doing Good, and co operate wich the Grace 
of God in our Hzarts. Let us conſider, 
that God hath promiſed, and doth continu» | 
ally afford the Affiſtances of his Holy Spirit, 
to all choſ2 who beg it of him; nay, he 
doth ficſt ftrive with Men, invites them by 
his Word, prevents them by his Grace, re- 
bukes them by the checks of their own cant: 
ciences, when they do any thing that is ill, 
and excites them by many good motions in 
their Hearts, to that which is Good, to 
be © Juſt, Charitable, and Beneficent, by 
endeavouring in their ſeveral places and ſta- 
tions, to perform this command of che Text. 


To do Good, and to Communicate forget not; 
for with ſuch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 


The Concluſion. 


Let us thenPiouſſy andThankfully receive 
the Bleflings of God; Moderately and 
Temperately uſe them ; and be Charitable 
and Beneficent with them. 

1. Let us Piouſly and Thankfully receive 
whatſoever God beſtows upon us, whether 
Health, or Strength, ' Riches or competen- 
Cy, the means of Grace, and the Hopes of 
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and Flappineſs of Man 1 
wilt, Plal. 103. 1, 2. ver. bleſs the Lord O my i 
Lon, and all that is within me, bleſs his Holy 
Name. Bleſs the Lord O my Soul, and forget 
not all bis Benefits; and again, Plal. 18. 1, 
ver. I will love thee O Lord, my ſtrength I 
will call upon the Lord, who i worthy to be © 
"praiſed. It # a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord, and to ſing Praiſes unto thy Name O 
moſt High, Plal. 92. 1. to live under a conſtant 
and Habitual ſenſe of his Bounty and Good- 
> | nels; from whom whatſoever there is of 
/ | Good, in all other things is deriv'd, and 
. therefore we find the Pſalmiſt, in many 
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places of the Pſalms thanking God, not only 
„ | torhis particular Favours, but for his General 


2 | Bounty towards all; for feeding the Hungry; 

? | for relieving the Fatherleſs ; for loving and car- 

Y | ing for, and defending the Righteous, for open- 

” | ing bu band and Satisfying the deſires of every 

. living thing. In a Word, for his Goodneſs | 

to all, according to the ſeveral Natures, with 4 
which he hath created them, and their Ca- 1 
pacities of Receiving the Communications 4 

h thereof. And how oſten do we find the A- _— 

1 poſtles thanking God for mens growth in 
Grace and Wildom, their perſeverance in 2 

e Faith, and encreale in Virtue and Goodneſs, 

4 wiſhing to them at laſt the Perfection and 


Completion of Happineſs in the Kingdom 

of Heaven; and fo ſhould we thank God, 

g | Not only for his Merits and Bleſſings to our » 
1 ſelves, but to all others Proportionably as = 
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= | hey pe thereof, and 2. we S u 
* wich Temperance whatſoever he beftowss 

| upon our-felves, as that which chte 
to the beſt Enjoyment of the Good thipgꝭ 
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i this World, and to our Everlaſting oped 
i neſs hereaiter. Laſtly, let us endeavourt@# 
RY do Good, and be Charitable, and Beneficent 
A according to our feveral Abilities af 
9 Circumſtances in the World. By Che 
It. rity and Alms where there is oc ein; bY® 
13 t'riend'y Reproof and Admonition, here 
.* there wan's it; by being Helpful and Bene- 
K cent to ot! ens, each ons according o h 
. and their Circumſtances and Abilities; by 
2 patling by of Injuries ; by requiing Cours 
3 teſies; by endeavouring to make compenta- 
SF tion for wrongs ; by doing all the Good, 
Da and no injury as near as N can to any others. 
ky By which we ſhall be ven and pleaſe God, 
5 bave the Peace and a tion of our own 
1 Conſciences, and the Co mfortable Expecta- 
3 tions of a Happy and Glorious Immortality, 
-. in the Kingdom of Heaven. Which Ga 
2 bu inffnite mercy, grant rob Feſus | 
; our Lord, to 2/077 with the Holy Ghoſt, be al 
i Flom uy md ry both now, ana for ever 
bh: | | Aen. r= Ty > 
6 THE END. 


